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  CAUTION



  Whilst the Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation, the author and the publishers have used reasonable endeavours to ensure the accuracy of the content of this book, it contains selected information and thus is not definitive. It does not contain all known information on the subject in hand and should not be relied on alone for navigational use: it should only be used in conjunction with official hydrographical data. This is particularly relevant to the plans, which should not be used for navigation. The Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation, the authors and the publishers believe that the information which they have included is a useful aid to prudent navigation, but the safety of a vessel depends ultimately on the judgment of the skipper, who should assess all information, published or unpublished. The information provided in this pilot book may be out of date and may be changed or updated without notice. The Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation cannot accept any liability for any error, omission or failure to update such information. To the extent permitted by law, the Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation, the author and the publishers do not accept liability for any loss and/or damage howsoever caused that may arise from reliance on information contained in these pages.


  Positions and Waypoints


  All positions and waypoints are to datum WGS 84. They are included to help in locating places, features and transits. Do not rely on them alone for safe navigation.


  Bearings and Lights


  Any bearings are given as °T and from seaward. The characteristics of lights may be changed during the lifetime of this book. They should be checked against the latest edition of the UK Admiralty List of Lights.


  Updates, Supplements and Feedback


  Visit www.rccpf.org.uk for any mid-season updates or annual supplements, for cruising logs for this area, or if you notice any errors or omissions and would like to let us know.


  This updated version includes corrections and additions from Supplements 1-3 up to December 2019


  The Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation


  The Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation was formed as an independent charity in 1976 supported by a gift and permanent endowment made to the Royal Cruising Club by Dr Fred Ellis. The Foundation's charitable objective is "to advance the education of the public in the science and practice of navigation". The Foundation is privileged to have been given the copyrights to books written by a number of distinguished authors and yachtsmen. These are kept as up to date as possible. New publications are also produced by the Foundation to cover a range of cruising areas. This is only made possible through the dedicated work of our authors and editors, all of whom are experienced sailors, who depend on a valuable supply of information from around the world by generous-minded yachtsmen and women. Most of the management of the Foundation is done on a voluntary basis. In line with its charitable status, the Foundation distributes no profits. Any surpluses are used to finance new publications and to subsidise publications which cover some of the more remote areas of the world. The Foundation works in close collaboration with three publishers - Imray Laurie Norie & Wilson, Bloomsbury (Adlard Coles Nautical) and On Board Publications. The Foundation also itself publishes guides and pilots, including web downloads, for areas where limited demand does not justify large print runs. Several books have been translated into French, Spanish, Italian and German and some books are now available in e-versions.


  For further details about the Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation and its publications visit: www.rccpf.org.uk
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  Foreword


  The Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation is very pleased to have produced this Brazil e-pilot. Pete Hill's pioneering attitude to cruising, indeed to life, extends into an enthusiasm for electronic publishing and its ability to make quality pilotage information available to a wider, global readership. His work on Brazil has helped to drive forward a new phase of Pilotage Foundation e-pilots. The Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation is very grateful to Pete Hill, both for his continuing enthusiasm for adventurous cruising and for his lasting commitment to researching, recording and freely sharing all the pilotage details of his voyages. Pete Hill is author or co-author of the Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation publications South West Africa, South Atlantic Islands, South Orkney, South Shetland Islands, Supplement to Falkland Island Shores and Argentina. All of these are available as e-pilots, or as downloads via www.rccpf.org.uk


  Further thanks are due: This e-pilot would not have been created without Richard Marsh, who has volunteered an enormous amount of time and thought to bring Pete's work to publication. From the beginning, Richard Waters has supported the project in numerous ways, and Ros Hogbin has given valuable technical and editorial assistance.


  We hope that this e-pilot will encourage more cruisers to explore and enjoy all that the Brazilian coast has to offer. 



  We always welcome any comments, photographs and updates via the RCCPF website www.rccpf.org.uk/Provide-Feedback



  
    Jane Russell
  


  
    Editor 
  


  
    Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation
  


  Preface


  
    I first visited Brazil more than 20 years ago in Badger and, together with my then wife, Annie, made notes on our cruise down the coast. This was published by the RCCPF as 'Cruising Notes On The South Atlantic Coast Of South America', and I still meet people who have a photocopy of this long out of date book.

  


  
    I suggested to Martin Walker, then Director of the RCCPF, that a comprehensive guide to the coast of Brazil was long overdue. He enthusiastically agreed and so, in 2008, the research was started in Pelican, a junk rigged Freedom 33. Through this long drawn out process (I built a new boat in the middle) Martin gave his unfailing support, which has been continued by Jane Russell, the new Director.
  


  
    Liaison with the RCCPF was through the very efficient Richard Waters, Southern Hemisphere Coordinator.
  


  
    The elegant E-Book before you is the result of long and hard work by Richard Marsh and Ros Hogbin.
  


  
    All the information and sketch charts are based on personal visits by yacht, with the few exceptions clearly stated. Here I would like to thank Shirley Carter who, on Speedwell of Hong Kong, obtained detailed information and pictures of several anchorages I missed.
  


  
    My wife Carly has given unstinting support and encouragement for the whole project, and has cheerfully put up with my continually sailing on to yet another beautiful Brazilian anchorage, which I hope you too will enjoy.
  


  
    

  


  
    Pete Hill
  


  
    On board Oryx
  


  
    Buenos Aires, March 2014
  


  
    

  


  Introduction



  
    It is surprising that more yachts do not visit Brazil as it has much to offer the cruising sailor. The sun shines, the trade winds blow and there is no hurricane season. The inhabitants are friendly and its many good, uncrowded anchorages offer additional encouragement to stay awhile. This guide is intended to help sailors plan and cruise along the coast of Brazil and is published in three parts:
  


  Part 1: covering the NE coast from Paraiba State south to Bahia State.


  Part 2: covering the N coast from Paraiba State north to Maranhao State (in preparation).


  Part 3: covering the S coast from Espirito Santo State south to Rio Grande do Sul State (in preparation).


  
    While the guide covers many of the anchorages available, it is by no means exhaustive and those that like exploring may find plenty more.

  


  General



  
    Brazil is the largest country in South America and the tropics. Its population is nearly 200 million, the fifth largest in the world. Overall population density is quite low, however most people live on or near the coast, so deserted beaches may be hard to find. Miles of high-rise apartments usually line the beaches near the cities, but it is still possible to find secluded anchorages and empty beaches away from built-up areas.
  


  
    The majority of the population is of European descent followed closely by mixed race. In the south, the Europeans predominate, with the northeast having a higher number of Afro-Brazilians and mixed race.
  


  Brazilian Lifestyle


  
    Brazilians tend to be extrovert and gregarious with a great capacity to enjoy life. Urban areas are usually noisy and often full of very loud music, Brazilians like to party. Arriving after several weeks at sea, this can come as a bit of a culture shock, but don’t worry, there are plenty of quiet anchorages too.
  


  Brazilian Flag


  
    The national flag is as shown, its proportions are 10:7 and the stars show a mirror image of the night sky over Rio. It is a courtesy to fly the flag and some Port Captains are very strict on it use. The flag is very popular in Brazil and it is fairly easy to buy one of a suitable size in most towns and cities.
  


  
    [image: brazil_flag ph]

  


  Time Zone


  
    GMT -3

  


  Winds and Weather



  
    Despite being largely in the tropics Brazil has the great advantage of having no hurricane season and consequently it is possible to cruise the coast all year round. In summer the frequency of gales is less than 1% north of 20°S and less than 5% for the whole coast the rest of the year.
  


  
    The north coast of Brazil is predominantly in the SE trade winds, however the area north and south of the Amazon mouth is affected by the migration of the ITCZ (doldrums). In autumn (March) the ITCZ moves south as far as Sao Luis and in the spring (September) moves north of the Amazon. Weather in the ITCZ is characterized by light variable winds alternating with squalls, rain and thunder storms. North of the ITCZ lie the NE trade winds. Temperatures remain constant year round at 30/23 °C (day/night averages). The driest months occur in the spring when there is little rain, while the autumn has heavy rain.
  


  
    The NE coast of Brazil from Natal (6°S) to Cabo Sao Tome (20°S) also lies in the SE trade winds. In the summer months the winds tend to be SE off Cabo Branco (7°S) and then progressively more E and NE heading south. In the winter months the winds tend to be more SSE to SE over the whole area. Rainfall is lowest in the summer months and heaviest in the winter; however even in the summer, rain showers are common. Temperatures vary a little with the seasons. Summer temperatures in Salvador (13°S) average 29/23 °C and in the winter 26/21 °C.
  


  
    In southern Brazil the winds are still predominantly E, being mostly NE in the summer and more variable easterly in the winter. This area is much affected by cold fronts, particularly in the winter. These move north up the coast bringing S and SW winds and rain. They do not usually reach gale force but can often get up to force 7. The area along the coast between Rio and Santos is generally an area of light winds. The rainfall is highest in the summer and lowest in the winter. Temperatures in Rio range from 29/23 °C in summer to 25/18 °C in winter while in Florianopolis they range from 28/22 °C in summer to 21/14 °C in winter.
  


  Weather Forecasts


  
    When Internet is available the following sites were found to be useful:
  


  
    www.windguru.com
  


  
    Reliable forecast giving up to one week of detailed information, including wind direction and speed.
  


  
    www.passageweather.com
  


  
    No inshore information but useful for passage making along the coast.
  


  Currents


  
    The currents along the coast of Brazil originate almost wholly from the South Equatorial Current. When the current hits the NE corner of Brazil it splits in two. Flowing NW along the north coast it becomes the Guiana Current averaging a rate of 1-1.25 kts with little seasonal variation. The strongest part of the current is to be found approximately 150M offshore with much less (or even a counter current) found close to the coast. Flowing SW along the east coast it becomes the Brazil Current. In summer Cabo Blanco/Recife (7/8°S) is the area where the SW flow starts but this shifts S to around Maceio (9°40'S) in winter. In summer the Brazil Current flows S until it meets the N flowing Falklands Current off the Rio Plata. In winter the Brazil Inshore Counter Current (an extension of the Falklands Current) flows N close to the coast a far as Ilha de Santa Catarina (27°30'S).
  


  Cruise Planning



  
    From the wind and current information in the previous section it is clear that the best time to head S along the E coast is in the summer and N in the winter months. Heading W along the N coast is easy at all times of the year, while it always difficult to head E.
  


  
    The E coast of Brazil is the most rewarding cruising with many cities, towns and anchorages to visit. The best and most popular cruising areas are in the Baia de Todos Santos (around Salvador 13°S) and the Ilha Grande area (60M W of Rio). Both have many anchorages only a short distance apart as well as several marinas. South of Ilha Catarina (27° 30'S) there are few places to stop until Rio Grande do Sul, near the Uruguay border.
  


  
    Apart from Fortaleza and Sao Luis/Alcantara there is not too much of interest on the north coast for the cruising sailor, although there are several anchorages to rest in.
  


  
    The Amazon and vicinity are not covered in this guide. There may well be security issues here and it would be wise to seek up-to-date information concerning this if planning to visit.
  


  Passages to Brazil



  1. Europe to Brazil:


  
    Canary Islands - Cabedelo 2,600M.
  


  Yachts will usually leave Europe in the late summer and head down to the Canary Islands and from there sail south to call, or at least pass close to the Cape Verde Islands. The best time to leave is after hurricane season in late November when the steady NE trade winds should have set in. From the Cape Verde Islands head south to cross the equator in about 25/26°W. In the winter the ITCZ (doldrums) is often to be found between 0° and 3°N. Once clear of the ITCZ the SE trade winds should fill in, often from the SSE. Sail close hauled on the port tack. As the coast of Brazil is approached the wind should back further E allowing a heading to be made for the chosen port. Be aware of the strong South Equatorial Current flowing steadily E at up to 2 kts. If the SE trades are late arriving or well in the S it may even be necessary to sail for a while on the starboard tack. Unless heading for the N coast do not get set N of Natal, or preferably Cabedelo as it will be difficult to beat S against wind and current.


  2. East coast of USA to Brazil:


  
    Norfolk VA - Cabedelo 4,500M
  


  The ideal time to leave the E coast of North America for Brazil is in the early summer, calling at the Azores and mainland Europe before heading S in the late summer (see previous section). Leaving later in the year, after hurricane season, it is possible to sail via Bermuda and then E towards the Cape Verde Islands before heading S to Brazil. This does run the risk of experiencing bad weather on the crossing to the Cape Verde Islands.


  3. Caribbean to Brazil:


  
    Barbados - Natal 2200M
  


  It is possible to sail from the Caribbean to the E coast of Brazil but it is a difficult passage, sailing hard on the wind the whole way. A weatherly yacht would not have too much difficulty, but little pleasure, whereas a slow boat might well not make it.


  
    The two tricks are to get far enough to windward at the start of the voyage and to find the Guiana Counter Current, which at times runs E, N of the Guiana Current. If Cabo Sao Roque is not weathered then the usual way to make E along the N coast is to keep well inshore, where there is less current and sometimes a counter current. Anchor during the day and sail at night using the land breeze.
  


  4. South Africa to Brazil:


  
    Cape Town - St. Helena - Rio 4200M
  


  
    Cape Town - St. Helena - Salvador 3700M
  


  
    Cape Town - St. Helena - Cabedelo 3550M
  


  Sailing from Cape Town to Brazil should present no problems if leaving in the summer months when the prevailing SE wind should take you to the SE trade winds and then blow you reliably to Brazil. Leaving in the winter months is still feasible but needs to be carefully timed to avoid approaching depressions. A voyage in the SE trades from St Helena to Brazil is probably the best passage making to be found anywhere, with steady winds of force 4 and few squalls.


  
    While a direct passage from Cape Town to Rio is shorter than via St Helena it is still necessary to sail N of the South Atlantic high and the saving of perhaps 300M is a high price to pay for missing St Helena and the more reliable winds on that route.
  


  5. Argentina/Uruguay to Brazil:


  
    Punta del Este - Florianopolis 650M
  


  This is not a particularly easy passage as in summer the Brazil Current runs S and winds are likely to be from the NE. A cold front will give fair winds and it may well be wise to sail after one has passed, if it is not too strong.


  
    In winter this route is easier as the Falklands Current runs N along the coast as far as Ilha de Santa Catarina and the winds are more variable, but there is a greater risk of very strong, if fair, winds with a passing cold front.
  


  6. Falkland Islands to Brazil:


  
    Stanley - Florianopolis 1550M
  


  
    Stanley - Rio 1900M
  


  The first part of the passage, until off the Brazilian coast should present few problems with fair W winds and a fair Falklands Current; however strong winds are likely to be encountered at times. Once off the Brazil coast the adverse Brazil current and likelihood of more NE winds will make the final part of the passage more difficult.


  Navigational Aids


  
    The buoyage system in Brazil is IALA-B. Brazil has quite a good system of lighthouses, especially near the main ports. The powerful lights can usually be seen at their stated range; the range of the less powerful may be overstated or they may be extinguished.
  


  
    The area around ports is usually well marked with lit buoys, but away from ports there are few buoys. While generally reliable, do not be too surprised to find some lights extinguished, or buoys missing.
  


  Charts and Pilots



  
    Brazilian hydrographic charts cover the whole coast of Brazil and are generally excellent; however some inshore areas are not covered, even when used as anchorages by fishing boats. Brazilian charts are for sale at Port Captains' offices. In the major ports of Recife, Salvador, Rio and Santos the whole range will be available, but in smaller ports only the local charts will be stocked. Most chart agents should be able to supply or obtain these charts.
  


  
    For those with computers, the good news is that most of the Brazilian charts are available to be downloaded free from the Brazilian Navy website via a link www.marinha.mil.br/chm/dados-do-segnav/cartas-raster
  


  
    

  


  
    These charts can be used on most computer navigational programs. The best of the free download programs are OpenCPN and Seaclear II.
  


  
    The British Admiralty hydrographic office has a range of charts covering the coast based on the Brazilian charts and doubtless the American DMA has similar coverage.
  


  
    Note that Brazilian charts use MLWS as the chart datum, as do any Admiralty charts of the area.
  


  For those with chart plotters:


  C-Map, while useful around the areas with large scale coverage (the major ports) much of the coast only has small scale cover and is useless for inshore navigation with islands and the coast, at times, being hundreds of metres out of position.


  Garmin Bluechart, similarly, much of the coast is in insufficient detail to be useful for inshore navigation. Cannot comment on the accuracy.


  Navionics, good detailed coverage of the coast with charts based on the Brazilian hydrographic charts and the accuracy is apparently good. Navionics has the advantage of having a tablet app. and being reasonably priced.


  
    Each port or anchorage in this guide lists the relevant Brazilian and Admiralty charts.
  


  
    The sketch charts included in this guide are as accurate as it was possible to make them, but be aware that for many of the anchorages there is no detailed survey and soundings are sparse. The prudent mariner will use the sketch charts with caution. Soundings on all sketch charts are in metres and reduced to low water springs. The approximate time and range of high water springs and neaps is given as a guide only.
  


  
    

  


  
    The Admiralty South American Pilot Vol. I. has much information, but it is not aimed at yachtsmen and not particularly useful for cruising the coast.
  


  
    

  


  
    Roteiro Nautico Do Litoral Da Bahia (pub. Centro Nautico da Bahia) R70.
  


  
    A nautical guide (in Portuguese or French) describing ports and anchorages in the State of Bahia. Excellent aerial photographs, description of facilities and waypoints. Available from CENAB marina in Salvador.
  


  


  
    There are several hardback cruising guides to Brazil, the best seems to be:
  


  
    Brazil Cruising Guide by Michel Balette.
  


  
    Originally only available in French, this is now published in English by Imray.
  


  
    ISBN 978 184623 201 5.
  


  Formalities



  
    In Brazil, as in most of South America, the excessive bureaucracy is an annoyance to most visiting cruisers, but the situation is slowly improving with regulations being eased all the time. Few officials speak English and you must learn a few words and phrases of Portuguese to deal with the formalities, but the officials are almost always friendly and helpful.
  


  Dress Code


  
    Public offices demand a certain standard of dress and you may well be turned away if you do not meet it. For men it is necessary to wear long trousers, a shirt (not a T-shirt) and enclosed shoes (not flip flops or open toed sandals). The dress code for women is more flexible, but they must be dressed appropriately.
  


  Documents Required



  
    Ship Registration, Valid passport for each member of the crew (with visa if required, see below) and clearance from your last port.
  


  Entry



  
    Almost every state with a coastline has a port of entry, one of these must be your first port on arrival in Brazil.
  


  Immigration



  
    The first office to visit is the Policia Federal, which deals with immigration. They often have an office adjacent to the port. Every member of the crew must attend in person, but the other offices only require the skipper (but all the crew's passports). The visa requirements for visitors vary from country to country as Brazil has a reciprocal visa policy. At present citizens of the UK, Ireland, South Africa and NZ can obtain a visa on entry. Citizens of the USA, Canada and Australia need to obtain a visa before arrival. Citizens of Schengen Treaty countries (most of Europe) can obtain a visa on entry, but this cannot be renewed unless they have obtained an extension visa beforehand in their country of residence. It is prudent to check your visa requirements before arrival in Brazil as these can change and the rules are strictly followed. On arrival you will normally be granted a 90-day visa (not 3 months). At the discretion of the officer you may be required to show proof of sufficient funds for your stay. In 2013 this was R$50 per person per day. Proof can be cash, travellers cheques or a recent bank statement. If this happens then the visa will only be granted for the number of days you have funds for. With the exception of citizens of Schengen countries you can renew your visa for a further 90 days (again proof of funds may be required). It is best to renew your visa at least 1 week before the expiry of your visa as no excuses will be accepted if you overstay your visa, you will be fined and told to leave the country immediately. To renew your visa you will have to visit the main Policia Federal offices or an International Airport. Brazil allows visitors to stay a maximum of 180 days in a 12-month period.
  


  
    Your passport will be stamped with the number of days the visa is valid for and you will have to fill in a flimsy form, which is also stamped and which you keep to hand in at renewal or exit from the country. Look after the form as it causes problems if it is lost. It is a good idea to have a photocopy of your passport information page and the entry visa to carry with you ashore. You will also be issued a passe de entrada form.
  


  Customs



  
    After visiting the Policia Federal go to the Receita Federal who deal with customs, again they usually have an office adjacent to the port. They will issue you with temporary import papers for your yacht. This will be for as long as your visa is valid and must be renewed when you renew your visa.
  


  Capitania dos Portos



  
    Finally you must visit the Capitania dos Portos (part of the Marinha do Brazil, the Navy). You will fill in a form giving details of your vessel and then you will be given a copy with a passe de entrada stamped on it. The port captain offices are usually open in the mornings or afternoons, but they will often deal with you even if the office is officially closed.
  


  
    

  


  
    Expect delays as you walk from office to office do not be surprised if it takes all day to clear in. You have now entered Brazil.
  


  Travelling from Port to Port



  
    Once cleared in you should not need to visit the Policia Federal until renewing your visa. However some offices (e.g. Salvador) require you to obtain a passe de entrada on entry (before visiting the Port Captain) and a passe de saida on leaving the city.
  


  
    The Receita Federal requires no action from you unless you have renewed your visa (see Immigration).
  


  
    The port captain requires you to obtain a passe de saida for your next port and you must present it to the Port Captain at your next port. In theory you should only have to see the Port Captain when you enter a new state, but in practice each Port Captain requires a visit. The passe de saida is valid for 48 hours to leave the current port. There seems to be no restriction as to when you arrive at your next port.
  


  Leaving Brazil



  
    On leaving Brazil you will need to visit the Policia Federal first, then the Receita Federal and finally the Port Captain.
  


  Leaving a boat in Brazil while out of the country.



  
    It is possible to leave a boat in Brazil while you travel outside the country. Whilst in the country you are responsible for your boat, once you leave Brazil then this responsibility has to be transferred to someone in Brazil, approved by the Receita Federal. You will have to store your boat in a recognised marina or boatyard. The marina will need to fill in a form accepting responsibility and this will then have to be stamped by the Policia Federal, Receita Federal and the Port Captain. On your return to Brazil then you need to revisit the three offices to resume responsibility for your boat.
  


  
    A foreign vessel can only remain in Brazil for a period of up to 2 years. It must then be exported or be liable to a large fine.
  


  Importing a second hand boat into Brazil


  
    It is legally impossible to import a second-hand boat into Brazil.
  


  Money


  
    During the last decade the Brazilian economy has been booming and consequently the Brazilian currency is very strong. Add this to recent rises in the cost of living and unfortunately Brazil is no longer the cheap cruising destination it was a few years ago. Expect European prices for most things.
  


  
    The Brazilian currency is the Real (R$, plural Reais). At the time of writing (September 2013) the exchange rates were:
  


  
    
      1 £ UK = 3.6 R$
    


    
      1 € Euro = 3.0 R$
    


    
      1 $ US = 2.3 R$
    

  


  
    Brazil has many cash machines, even in small towns. Unfortunately while most appear to accept major credit cards many will not dispense cash to foreign cards. The most reliable bank machines seem to be Bradesco and HSBC.
  


  Yacht Clubs



  
    Most cities and towns will have a yacht club. These are often lavish 'country club' style places with extensive sporting and leisure facilities. Needless to say the members pay substantial fees. Usually yacht clubs will make yachts very welcome, but because of the larger number of visitors they now, more often, charge a temporary membership fee. A fairly standard charge at the present time is R$50 per yacht per day. This would normally be for a yacht on her own anchor or perhaps a borrowed mooring. If the yacht club has a marina and space available then there may well be an extra charge to use this. Yacht clubs have excellent security, so make sure you have cleared into the club before leaving the entrance gate, otherwise you may well find it impossible to be readmitted.
  


  
    Sailing is not a particularly popular sport in Brazil and the recent increased affluence in the country has led to many more powerboats and jet skis than sailing yachts.
  


  Crime


  
    Brazil's terrible crime reputation is one of the main reasons more people do not cruise the coast of Brazil. While crime is a major problem for the country it must be remembered that the majority of the incidents are in the big city favelas (high density informal housing) and though the risks are real for the cruising visitor they should be kept in perspective. With sensible precautions the chances of being a victim are small. I have cruised Brazil ten times over a twenty year period and have not had a single unpleasant incident. However, occasionally, robberies do happen to yachts and visitors do get mugged on the street.
  


  
    Simple precautions can greatly reduce the chance of an incident. The most vulnerable item on a yacht is the dinghy, particularly inflatables and outboard motors. A locked dinghy on the beach in the daytime is pretty safe, but is greatly at risk at night and should never be left just tied up astern at night. Bring it onboard after dark. While most of the time unnecessary, it is prudent to lock hatches on turning in at night.
  


  
    Ashore it is a question of being 'street wise'. Avoid looking like a wealthy tourist, see what the locals are wearing and dress similarly. Do not wear jewellery, expensive watches or carry a camera on your shoulder, you are asking for them to be snatched. Be on your guard, but don't act like a victim waiting to be mugged. In the unlikely event that you are held up at knifepoint do not resist, hand it all over. However make sure that you are not carrying more than you need, leave hard to replace items such as credit cards and a driving licence on board and carry a photocopy of your passport, not the real thing. If you are going out after dark take a taxi and avoid city centres out of business hours.
  


  
    Many of the more popular tourist areas now have a strong police presence and Brazil does not feel a dangerous place.
  


  Communications



  
    With the widespread use of mobile phones international calling cards are no longer available and the telephone cards for sale cannot be used for international calls.
  


  
    The best way to make international calls is with Skype (www.skype.com), which can be accessed via the Internet. There are also some apps for smart phones, such as Viber, which give free international calls. Brazil country code: 55
  


  
    Mobile phones with a foreign SIM/chip will often work, but the roaming charges are exorbitant. It is best to have an unlocked phone and buy a Brazilian chip. These have to be registered using a resident's identity number. It is not too difficult to find a chip seller who will register it for you. The C&A department stores (found in most large towns, often at the big shopping malls) sell unlocked phones. When the chip is used outside the state it is registered in, there are roaming charges for outgoing and incoming calls, and the first 2 digits of the number changes to the new state's code. To recharge the phone use the original phone number.
  


  
    Smart phones with a Brazilian chip will get free email access and 3G Internet is available in cities and large towns, but is often too slow for Skype calls. Unlimited internet access costs about R$ 0.50 per day.
  


  
    3G computer dongles are expensive to buy and usually locked, so it is a good idea to arrive with an unlocked one and buy a local chip. Daily charges are about R$ 1.50 for unlimited access. Vivo apparently has the best nationwide coverage.
  


  
    While there are often wifi hotspots they almost always have a security code. Yacht clubs and marinas will often have wifi available. Ashore a few coffee shops and restaurants will have a hotspot and in the tourist areas there are usually several Internet cafes (often called LAN House), but elsewhere they are not common.
  


  Travel



  
    Internal travel in Brazil is easy with many domestic intercity flights and a good system of long distance bus travel. There is no national rail system and few passenger services available.
  


  
    International flights to Europe and North America are frequent from the major airports in Rio, Sao Paulo and Salvador and are also available from other cities. Charter flights via Natal and Fortaleza to Europe can sometimes be a cheaper option.
  


  Repairs



  
    Brazil has nowhere near the European and North America infrastructure for repairing and refitting yachts. Hauling out facilities are few and expensive. Some yacht clubs do have facilities available but their members will have first call on these, although the clubs will generally be very helpful with emergency repairs.
  


  
    The best facilities for repairs are are to be found in Guaruja (Santos, SP) with several boatyards having travel lifts and hard standing. From personal experience I can recommend:
  


  
    

  


  
    
      Pier 26
    


    
      Av. Eugeno Fischer 300,
    


    
      CING - Guaruja - SP,
    


    
      caixa postal 141,
    


    
      CEP 11420-730
    


    
      tel. +55 (0)13 3344 5500 / 3354 3306,
    


    
      fax. 3344 5506
    

  


  
    

  


  
    It is efficiently run with helpful staff some of whom speak English. Most repairs or refitting can be arranged through them and they are happy with owners working on their boats.
  


  
    
      Salvador is also one of the better places for repairs with the Bahia Marina having a travel lift, hard standing, chandlery and several repair businesses on site.
    


    
      Be aware that there are some 'cowboys' around and it would be sensible to try and get a reputable recommendation before employing anyone. For emergency repairs it is best to seek help and advice from the local yacht club. Many cities will have a sail loft that can do repairs, again ask at the local yacht club Yanmar and Volvo Penta have quite a few agents, but expect that many parts will have to ordered from the factory
    

  


  Importing Parts


  
    Brazil has a 60% import duty and while it is possible to import duty free for a yacht in transit it has to be done the correct way. Once the duty has been paid it is almost impossible to try and recover it.
  


  
    If ordering through an agent then check that the parts will be duty free. If ordering parts yourself then be aware that the major parcel services (such as DHL, FedEx, etc.) will pay the import duty and customs charges before delivery and will only hand over the item on being reimbursed. Instead, have the part sent by the postal service to an address such as a yacht club or marina. When the parcel arrives take along your ship's papers and passport and they should hand it over without having to pay the duty. It may well help to speak Portuguese or have some one who does with you.
  


  Fuel



  Diesel:


  
    Alongside refuelling is not common in Brazil and more likely to be found in some yacht clubs and marinas. It is a good idea to fill up when you can rather than when you must. Tourist area with many large Saveiros will often have fuel docks or fuel pontoons.
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    Fuel pontoon
  


  
    Some fuel pontoons have a reputation for water in the fuel, so it is best to try to seek advice. Diesel is readily available at filling stations. Brazilian diesel has a fairly high bio-fuel content and, apparently, the slightly more expensive 'S10' diesel is better for older engines.
  


  
    Price in August 2013 was R$ 2.60 /litre
  


  Petrol/gasoline:


  
    Petrol is readily available at filling stations and fuel docks. 2-stroke oil is common.
  


  
    Price in August 2013 was R$ 2.90 / litre.
  


  Ethanol:


  
    For those that cook on alcohol, ethanol is usually available at filling stations and burns quite cleanly.
  


  
    Price in August 2013 R$ 2.40 / litre.
  


  Butane Gas:


  
    Gas is a popular cooking fuel and most gas depots will refill bottles (with the right adaptors!), however they will often charge twice the price for the gas. The alternative is to buy or borrow a bottle and transfer to your own bottle using the gravity method. Some filling stations have CNG (compressed natural gas - methane) and if you use this you may be able to refill containers if you have the correct adaptors.
  


  Paraffin (kerosene):


  
    Paraffin is difficult to buy in Brazil and very expensive, if you use it then arrive with a good supply and restock whenever available.
  


  Health



  
    Brazil has the usual health problems associated with a tropical country. The coastal region away from the Amazon is malaria free but travelling inland may well take you to malaria areas and you will need to take the appropriate precautions. Inland yellow fever is a risk in places and you should be inoculated against it (free inoculations are available at public health clinics throughout Brazil). Dengue fever is a mosquito transmitted viral infection most commonly occurring in urban areas. It causes flu-like symptoms, which last a few days. There is no treatment except analgesics such as paracetamol. Best avoided by protection against bites.
  


  
    On paths near beaches there are often bicho de pé, which is a type of jigger (chigoe flea) that enters through the soles of feet. Wear shoes until properly on the beach.
  


  
    Rabies is a risk so avoid any animal that looks sick or behaves strangely, particularly a wild animal that lets you approach closely.
  


  
    Tap water supplies in the main urban areas are safe to drink and filtered water is readily available from supermarkets.
  


  
    Private health care in Brazil is excellent but expensive, if possible have medical insurance.
  


  
    Dentists are plentiful and generally good; expect to pay European prices for treatment.
  


  
    Pharmacies are found everywhere in Brazil and are often a good source of treatment for minor complaints. Pharmacists are knowledgeable and can dispense many drugs that often require a doctor's prescription elsewhere.
  


  Sun



  
    Unless you have experience of the tropical sun it is hard to appreciate its strength. It is essential to have protection whilst sailing, ideally a 'Bimini top' or at the very least a good broad-brimmed hat. At anchor an awning or bimini over the cockpit will be a blessing.
  


  
    Commercial fishing


    
      Commercial fishing is carried out all along the coast of Brazil. In the north much of this is done in small craft, some still under sail. From Espirito Santo state south, larger vessels are used, but small-scale inshore fishing is important.
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      Large and small fishing boats
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      Fishing under sail
    


    
      Most types of fishing is carried out including long line, drift net, trawling and seine netting. While nearly all fishing boats will show a light at night it is rare to see a vessel showing the correct lights. A good lookout will need to be kept while sailing along the coast, even when well offshore.
    


    
      SW of Cabo Sao Tome there are many drift net boats at times. The windward end of the net is marked by a danbuoy with a flashing light and the leeward end by the fishing boat with usually a fixed white light. Often there is someone on watch at night who will indicate the net with a spotlight.
    


    
      Anchor Lights


      
        An anchor light is essential in all anchorages as there are few places where there is no night fishing and often high speed powerboats operate at night around urban areas.
      

    


    Travel books


    
      Much useful information about the history, local points of interest and often street maps can be found in the many travel guides published. Brazil - Lonely Planet Country Guide is recommended, but doubtless others are just as good. They are difficult to buy in English in Brazil so best purchased before arriving.
    


    
      While many cruising yarns feature Brazil in their pages there are few largely about the country. Peter Pye’s A Backdoor To Brazil (out of print) was written in the 1960s and Annie Hill’s Brazil and Beyond (Tiller Publishing) was written in the 1990s. Both are mainly about a cruise to Brazil.
    


    
      A good travel book about Brazil and its recent politics is Peter Robb’s A Death in Brazil.
    


    
      

    


    Public Holidays


    
      
        
          	
            New Years Day
          

          	
            January 1
          
        


        
          	
            Carnival
          

          	
            February/March
          
        


        
          	

          	
            the two days before Ash Wednesday
          
        


        
          	

          	
            (40 days before Easter Sunday)
          
        


        
          	
            Good Friday/Easter Sunday
          

          	
            March/April
          
        


        
          	
            Tiradentes Day
          

          	
            April 21
          
        


        
          	
            Labour Day
          

          	
            May 1
          
        


        
          	
            Corpus Christi
          

          	
            Late May/June (60 days after Easter)
          
        


        
          	
            Independence Day
          

          	
            September 7
          
        


        
          	
            NS de Aparecida Day
          

          	
            October 12
          
        


        
          	
            All Souls’ Day
          

          	
            November 2
          
        


        
          	
            Proclamation of the Republic Day
          

          	
            November 15
          
        


        
          	
            Christmas Day
          

          	
            December 25
          
        

      
    

  


  
    Food


    
      Most of the basic foods that are common in Europe and North America are available in Brazil and everyone now shops in supermarkets. They are generally not hypermarket size and have a smaller range of products. In towns and cities there are fresh produce markets but they are becoming less important and while their fruit and vegetables are usually very good quality, they tend to be dearer than the supermarkets and rarely display the price.
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      Vegetable and Fish Markets
    


    
      Any imported food is very expensive and if you have items that you can't live without, such as Marmite or Cheese Wiz, then you had better stock up before arriving.
    


    
      Turophiles will be disappointed with the available cheeses, most of which are of the processed type. French and Italian type cheese is sometimes available, but expensive.
    


    
      Beef and chicken are very popular and reasonably priced. A whole fresh chicken costs about R$ 7 a kilo and contra file steak (the tough half of the T-bone) about R$ 20 a kilo. The beef is very fresh and improves greatly for being hung (2 days refrigerated and 1 day without). Very little pork is sold, but sausages and dry, salted bacon is available.
    


    
      Fish and seafood is very popular with fresh fish often found next to the produce market. Supermarkets often have a fresh fish counter, particularly in the cities and large towns, and the frozen variety is always available.
    


    
      Drink


      
        Beer is the national drink, which Brazilians consume it in vast quantities, and they like it cold, sub-zero. The popular ones are all pilsner but there is a growing number of microbreweries with a range of different types, particularly around Sao Paulo.
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        Beer Cachaca and Caipirinha
      


      
        The national spirit is cachaca and a caipirinha is it's best known cocktail. Cachaca is made from sugar cane, but differs from rum in that it is distilled from the raw cane juice rather than the molasses. Basic cachaca is fiery and cheap at R$ 6 a litre, but the sooth, triple distilled brands can cost over R$ 300 a bottle. Whisky is very popular with a good range of Scotch available, at a price, with domestic brands being much cheaper.
      


      
        Oenophiles will find plenty of imported wine but it is expensive with drinkable bottles starting at R$ 15. Brazil does have vineyards in the south of the country and some of the wine is quite good, but beware of the low alcohol and suave (sweet) wines. As a rule of thumb avoid red wines with a less than 12% alcohol content.
      

    

  


  
    Language



    
      The language of Brazil is Portuguese and few people speak English. You will need to learn a few basic words and phrases to get by with officials and do your shopping. Any difficulty with the language is offset to some extent by the friendliness of the people, who want to try and help.
    


    
      My experience in dealing with officials is never to ask if they can speak English. If they speak English and find you struggling they will usually help you out, happy to practise the language. Complimenting them on their English always goes down well. If they do not speak English they may well feel slighted and become less helpful.
    


    
      In the same way that the English and American languages are not quite the same, Brazilian Portuguese is a little different from the language in Portugal. Some words are different and there are a fair number of Indian words. If you speak Spanish, many Brazilians will understand you, but you probably will not understand them.
    

  


  Words and Phrases


  Yes            sim (seem)


  No             nao (now)


  Hello          ola (o-la)


  Good day       bom dia (bon dee-a)


  Good afternoon bom tarde (bon tar-de)


  Good evening   bom noite (bon nay-te)


  0              zero (zero)


  1              um (oom)


  2              dois (days)


  3              tres (tres)


  4              quatro (kwa-tro)


  5              cinco (seen-ko)


  6              seis (says)


  7              sete (se-te)


  8              oito (oy-to)


  9              nove (naw-ve)


  10             dez  (dez)


  11             onze (on-ze)


  12             doze (do-ze)


  13             treze (tre-ze)


  14             quatorze (ka-torr-ze)


  15             quinze (keen-ze)


  16             dezeseis (de-ze-says)


  17             dezesete (de-ze-se-te)


  20             vinte (veen-te)


  21             vinte e um (veen-te e oom)


  30             trinta (treenta)


  40             quarenta (kwa-ren-ta)


  50             cinquenta (sen-kwen-ta)


  60             sessenta (se-sen-ta)


  70             setenta (se-ten-ta)


  80             oitenta (oy-tenta)


  90             noventa (no-ven-ta)


  100            cem (sen)


  200            duzentos (doo-zen-tos)


  1000           mil (mee-oo)


  Sunday         Domingo (do-meen-go)


  Monday         Segunda-feira (se-goon-da-fay-ra)


  Tuesday        Terca-feira (terr-sa-fay-ra)


  Wednesday      Quarta-feira (kwarr-ta-fay-ra)


  Thursday       Quinta-feira (keen-ta-fay-ra)


  Friday         Sexta-feira (ses-ta-fay-ra)


  Saturday       Sabado (sa-ba-doo)


  Now            agora (a-go-ra)


  Today          hoje (o-ze)


  Tomorrow       amanha (a-ma-yang)


  Yesterday      ontem (on-tem)


  What           que (kay)


  Where          onde (ong-de)


  When           quando (quann-do)


  Why            por que (por kay)


  Entrance       entrada (en-tra-da)


  Leaving/exit   saida (si-e-da)


  Bus            onibus (on-nee-boos)


  Ferry          balsa (bal-sa)


  Train          trem (tren)


  North          norte (norr-te)


  South          sul (sool)


  East           leste (les-te)


  West           oeste (o-es-te)


  
    Part 1


    The islands of Sao Pedro & Sao Paulo, Fernando de Noronha and the NE coast from Paraiba State to Bahia State
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    1. Arquipelago De Sao Pedro & Sao Paulo
  


  
    2. Ilha de Fernando de Noronha
  


  
    3. Cabedelo/ Rio Paraiba
  


  
    4. Barra Do Catuama
  


  
    5. Ilha Itamaraca, Forte de Orange
  


  
    6. Recife
  


  
    7. Suape
  


  
    8. Ilha de Santo Alexio
  


  
    9. Tamandare
  


  
    10. Maragogi
  


  
    11. Maceio
  


  
    12. Porto Frances
  


  
    13. Barra de Sao Miguel
  


  
    14. Pontal de Coruripe
  


  
    15. Rio Sao Francisco do Norte
  


  
    16. Baia de Todos os Santos 

    
      16a. Salvador
    


    
      16b. Baia de Aratu
    


    
      16c. Ilha Do Frade and Bom Jesus
    


    
      16d. Rio Paraguacu
    


    
      16e. Upper Paraguacu
    


    
      16f. Ilha de Itaparica
    


    
      16g. Rio Jaguaripe
    

  


  
    17. Morro de Sao Paulo and Canal de Cairu 

    
      17a. Canal de Cairu
    

  


  
    18. Baia de Camamu and Rio Marau
  


  
    19. Itacare
  


  
    20. Ilheus
  


  
    21. Baia Cabralia
  


  
    22. Porto Seguro
  


  
    23. Canal dos Itacolomis
  


  
    24. Cumuruxatiba
  


  
    25. Caravelas
  


  
    26. Arquipelago dos Abrolhos
  


  Introduction<< >> Fernando de Noronha


  1. Arquipelago De Sao Pedro & Sao Paulo


  
    Small group of islets 500M off NE corner of Brazil

  


  
    Pernambuco State
  


  
    00°55'.01N 29°20'.79W

  


  [image: 01 Chart]


  Charts


  
    Brazilian 11 BA 388

  


  Tides


  
    Spring range 1.8m


    Neap range 1.0m
  


  General information


  
    The Islands were discovered in 1511 by a Portuguese fleet, on passage to India. They came upon the islets in the night and the ship Sao Pedro ran aground.
  


  
    In 1986 the islands were designated an environmentally protected area and since 1998 there has been a manned Navy scientific station on Ilhota Belmonte. Boats fish for tuna in the area and use a mooring off Ilhota Belmonte.
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 Approach


  Approach


  
    The Islands are surrounded by deep water. Keeping outside the 20m line will clear all dangers except the rock approximately 100m W of the lighthouse.
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 Ilhota Belmonte


  Anchorage


  
    In the mid 1990s the junk Chi Lin (Mike and Paddy O’Brien) moored in the bight N of Ilhota Belmonte. When visited in April 2007 the swell was such that this berth would have been untenable. Two mooring buoys are located W of the lighthouse. The one on the rock 100m off the Ilhota Belmonte is used by fishing boats. The other is further offshore and is probably the Navy buoy. It might be possible to use either of these buoys or tie astern of vessels using them. Another possibility is to anchor on the 12m sand patch, close W of Ilhota Barao de Teffe, if conditions allow. There is a small jetty NE of the lighthouse
  


  
    Note that the islands are in the ITCZ.
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 Lighthouse


  Facilities


  
    No facilities but the scientific station may be able to help in an emergency.
  


  


  
    A.de Sao Pedro/Sao Paulo << >> Cabedelo
  


  2. Ilha de Fernando de Noronha


  
    Beautiful nature reserve/tourist island 200M off NE corner of Brazil

  


  
    Pernambuco State
  


  
    3°49'.60S 35°24'.60W
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  Charts


  
    Brazilian 22000, 52 BA 388

  


  
    Tides
  


  
    HW Springs approx. 0600 1800, range 2.4m


    HW Neaps approx. 0000 1200, range 0.8m
  


  General information


  
    Fernando de Noronha is an archipelago of islands 200M off the NE tip of Brazil. Volcanic in origin, they rise 4300m from the ocean floor. The islands were discovered by the Spaniard, Juan de la Costa in 1500 and were claimed by Portugal in 1504. The British, French and the Dutch have since invaded them. In more recent times they have been used by the Italians as a cable relay station, by the French as a transatlantic airways radio station, the Americans as a WW2 airbase and later as a missile tracking station and by the Brazilians as a penal colony. In 1988 much of the island and all the outlying islands became a national park. Since then there has been a steady growth in eco tourism. The main island is delightful and despite the excessive charges for visiting yachts it is well worth a visit. A minimum of two days is needed to see the island properly.
  


  
    

  


  Approach


  
    In clear weather the island can be sighted 20M away with the spectacular finger of rock, Moro do Pico (323m), being unmistakeable. If approaching from the E, pass N of Isla Rata and the other small islands before entering Baia do S. Antonio. If approaching from the SW, keep clear of the drying rock 500m W of Pta. De Sopata, at the extreme W end of the island. Keeping outside the 15m line will clear all dangers on the N coast.
  


  
    Note: all waters of less than 50m are part of the national park, with the exception of the N coast between Pria S. Antonio and the Islas Dois Irmaos. It is forbidden to anchor within the national park. Dolphins are also protected and vessels are required to keep at least 100m clear of them. Heavy fines are imposed for non-compliance.
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  Anchorage


  Baia do S. Antonio


  
    03°49'.90S 32°24'.30W
  


  
    The shallower water in the bay is filled with local boats on moorings (over 60 in 2009). Anchor outside them in about 15m, sand bottom with good holding. If entering at night take care, as most of the boats (and some of the anchored yachts!) are unlit. If a cruise ship is anchored be aware that they sometimes put out a side anchor to control their rolling. There is usually some swell in the anchorage, less so at low water when the reef to the E dries. Land behind the breakwater on the beach.
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    Baia do S.Antonio
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    Fernando Harbour
  


  Formalities


  
    The Port Captain's office is up from the breakwater in a small wooden building. Office hours are: 0800-1200 and 1400-1800, 7 days a week. The port Captain will call the Policia Federal, who will deal with immigration. Only those who do not need or who have a visa will be allowed to land. The Port Captain will also collect the fees listed below:
  


  
    
      
        
          	
            Daily park fees
          

          	
            

          
        


        
          	
            per person (1st day free)
          

          	
            R36.69
          
        


        
          	
            Daily harbour dues
          

          	
        


        
          	
            Yachts 5-10m
          

          	
            R55.04
          
        


        
          	
            Yachts >10m
          

          	
            R146.77
          
        

      
    

  


  
    

  


  
    Fees as charged in 2009.
  


  
    

  


  
    Fernando is not an official port of entry and if staying in Brazil you must clear in at a port of entry.
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    Baia do S.Antonio
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    Turtles
  


  Facilities


  
    At the top of the road up from the breakwater, to the left of the white wall is a long low building. At the left hand end of this building are toilet facilities including showers and a laundry basin. On the beach, just above the sand, are several fresh water taps (it is not known if the water is potable). Bottled water is available from the supermarkets. Close by the port, next to the wind generator, is a filling station selling petrol and diesel.
  


  
    In the village of Vila do Trinta, 1.5 kms from the port, are two supermarkets, one of which is a bakery, and a fruit and vegetable stall. They are well stocked but expect to pay up to twice the mainland prices for fresh food.
  


  
    ATMs are available at Vila dos Remedios and the airport.
  


  
    There are many bars and restaurants scattered over the island.
  


  
    The tourist information office is at the top of the hill up from the harbour, on the right.
  


  
    The island has a small hospital.
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    Baia Sancho
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    Baia Sueste
  


  Communication


  
    At Vila dos Remedios is an Internet café, but it is very expensive.
  


  
    A good bus service, every half hour, runs from the port via the airport to the beach at Baia do Sueste, at the west end of the island.
  


  
    Beach buggy taxis are plentiful and there are several beach buggy rental agencies.
  


  
    Daily flights go to Recife and Natal.
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    Villa dos Remedios
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    Forte dos Remedios
  


  Fernando de Noronha << >> Catuama


  3. Cabedelo/ Rio Paraiba


  
    Sheltered river anchorage and marinas, port of entry

  


  
    Paraiba State

  


  
    6°56'.35S 34°48'.00W
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  Charts


  
    Brazilian: 806, 830 BA: 3978, 960
  


  Tides


  
    HW springs approx, 0600 & 1800 range 2.5m


    HW neaps approx. 0045 & 1300 range 1.2m
  


  Lights


  
    Pedra Seca


    Fl(3)10s16m16M 6°57'.4S 34°49'.4W
  


  
    Cabo Branco


    Fl.10s46m27M 7°09’S 34°47’.78W
  


  General information


  
    Cabedelo is a small port at the mouth of the Rio Paraiba and is a port of entry. The village of Jacare, 5M S of Cabedelo on the river, is the main yachting centre with two marinas and an anchorage. Being at the NE corner of Brazil it is a popular first stop for yachts crossing the north and south Atlantic.
  


  
    

  


  Approach


  
    Keeping outside the 20m line clears all dangers. If approaching from offshore, make adequate allowance for the strong N current along the coast.
  


  
    Approaching from the N, there are some low red cliffs and no high-rise construction. The first sighting of Cabedelo will be the tall silos and factory at the N end of the harbour.
  


  
    Approaching from the S, the high rise apartments of Joao Pessoa and its suburbs will be seen starting close north of Cabo Branco.
  


  
    Keep to the 20m line until E of the fairway buoy. The Pedra Seca light marks the N end of the reef and is half a mile S of the buoyed channel into the Rio Paraiba. The buoys are lit but, if entering at night, be aware that some lights might occasionally be out. Keep an eye out for the car and passenger ferries that run from Cabedelo to Costinha.
  


  
    The buoyage stops at the port of Cabedelo, but there is a 4m channel up to Jacare. If entering at night it may be prudent to anchor off Cabedelo and proceed up to Jacare in daylight,
  


  
    

  


  Warning


  
    1.The drying shoal close SW of the port is only marked with an unlit withy, which is very difficult to spot in daylight. Yachts repeatedly run aground on this bank, entering and leaving the river.
  


  
    2. Keep a good lookout at night for unlit canoas and, particularly at weekends, unlit speedboats.
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    Conspicuous building
  


  Waypoints


  
    Off Rio Paraiba Fairway buoy to Jacare anchorage
  


  
    
      
        	
          CA1
        

        	
          6°56'.35S
        

        	
          34°48'.00W
        

        	
          off fairway buoy
        
      


      
        	
          CA2
        

        	
          6°56'.42S
        

        	
          34°49'.21W
        

        	
      


      
        	
          CA3
        

        	
          6°56'.59S
        

        	
          34°49'.63W
        

        	
      


      
        	
          CA4
        

        	
          6°57'.20S
        

        	
          34°50'.50W
        

        	
      


      
        	
          CA5
        

        	
          6°57'.70S
        

        	
          34°50'.70W
        

        	
      


      
        	
          CA6
        

        	
          6°58'.68S
        

        	
          34°50'.30W
        

        	
      


      
        	
          CA7
        

        	
          6°59'.70S
        

        	
          34°50'.57W
        

        	
      


      
        	
          CA8
        

        	
          7°01'.17S
        

        	
          34°51'.29W
        

        	
      


      
        	
          Anchorage
        

        	
          7°02'.90S
        

        	
          34°51'.50W
        

        	
          at Jacare
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    Rio Paraiba looking south
  


  Anchorages



  1. Cabedelo


  
    6°58'.80S 34°50'.21W

  


  
    Anchor once past the port facilities, outside the moorings in 4m. As there is nowhere suitable to leave a dinghy ashore this is not usually used as a yacht anchorage.
  


  2. Jacare


  
    7°2'.90S 34°51'.50W

  


  
    Anchor off Jacare Yacht Village marina which is easy to spot with its two floating jetties in the river and many yacht masts, or further S in 3 or 4m, sand and mud. Do not be tempted to anchor too close to the waterside bar/restaurants at the S end of the village. There is much small boat activity at sunset and often late night loud music.
  


  
    [image: 03 Jacare waterfront]


    Jacare waterfront
  


  
    The tidal stream is quite strong at spring tides (up to 4kt) and together with a fresh trade wind can give wind over tide conditions, making yachts veer about. Use plenty of scope, despite the relatively shallow water and, if anchoring on rope, it would be prudent to weight the anchor warp to prevent it catching around the keel or rudder (spoken from experience). Danforth type anchors have a reputation for being unreliable in the river.
  


  
    
      While it is possible to land in a dinghy on the shore at high water, at low water there is a wide stretch of mud to negotiate. Peter Buldring, the owner of Peter's Pier marina (close south of Jacare village) allows anchored yachts to use his jetty free of charge for their dinghies, just ask permission from him first (he speaks excellent German and English). Make sure your dinghy is not tied up to the floating dock, best to tie up to the 'bridge'. This does not entitle you to use the marina facilities, but water or other services can be arranged with Peter. Jacare Marina Club 2, the next jetty S, allowed dinghies to be left at their dock, but be aware that this is a commercial club and its facilities are not open to the public and the jetty is locked outside business hours, and closed on Mondays. Jacare Marina Village allows anchored yachts to land at the marina jetties and use its facilities for a fee: in 2013 this was R$ 10 per day + R$ 0.50 per person, or R$ 70 per week + R$ 1.00 per person
    


    
      [image: 03 jacare marinas]

    


    


    Marinas


    Jacare Yacht Village: http://www.marina-jacare-village.com/index.htm


    
      Frenchman Philipe Fessard has built Jacare Yacht Village, and it has two floating jetties with berths for 40 visiting yachts, bow or stern to the jetties. The marina was built specifically to cater for the needs of cruising yachts. In 2013 the cost for a 10 - 12 metre yacht was about €10.00 per day, with discounts for longer stays. Haul out facilities are planned, but at present overhead power lines restrict access to the boatyard. Drying out between tides is available next to the jetty walk-on. Phillipe speaks excellent English. Facilities include water, electricity, wifi, laundry service, toilets, showers, swimming pool and bar.
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    Jacare yacht village marina
  


  
    [image: 03 drying out berth at jyv marina]


    Drying out berth at Jacare Yacht Village
  


  
    Peter's Pier Marina (Centro Nautica do Jacare) : http://www.cnj.nu


    
      Built by Peter von Buldring and while mostly used by local craft it does welcome foreign cruising yachts. The marina has hard standing and no overhead power lines. Haul outs are on a concrete ramp using wheeled cradles. Peter speaks excellent German and English. Facilities include water, electricity, wifi, toilets and showers.
    

  


  
    
      

    


    
      Contact: contato@cnj.nu
    


    
      Tel: 55 8332 474791 / 55 8387 668859
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    Peter's Pier marina
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    Landing dock at Jacare marina clube
  


  3. SE of Restinga Island


  
    7°00'.87S 34°51'.38W

  


  
    A quiet anchorage off a sandy beach. Anchor in 3 metres. No facilities
  


  4. N of Restinga Island


  
    6°58'.65S 34°51'.66W

  


  
    A quiet anchorage off Pta. Canoe. Anchor in 4m sand. No facilities. The large white building across from this anchorage at Costinha (next to the car ferry ramp) is an old whaling factory. Whaling was in operation until 1986 and the building is now a whaling museum.
  


  5. Porto Velho


  
    6°59.37’S 34°52'.28W

  


  
    A quiet anchorage, to the west of Restinga Island, off the small village of Porto Velho. To get here from Jacare it is possible to go directly west of Restinga Island, but the channel is shallow (a little over 1m) so unless you have very light draught you will need to go near high water. Alternatively go back to Cabedelo and then go north of Restinga. Anchor off the jetty in 3m, mud. Land at the jetty. Ashore there is a bar/restaurant. The bus/ferry (literally a bus on top of a boat) runs from here to Cabedelo.
  


  Formalities.



  
    
      The Policia Federal has a new building near the main Joao Pessoa highway, about 3km N from Intermares, on the Atlantic side (it is sign posted). This is the place to go to clear in/out of Brazil, or renew your visa. They require proof of funds here (see immigration section in the introduction).
    


    
      The Receita Federal and Port Captain's offices are both close to each other in the port area at Cabedelo. If arriving on the train, on leaving the station go straight ahead for 2 blocks and then turn right. The port entrance is about 400m along this road. If arriving by bus, get off at bus terminus, which is close by the port entrance. Across from the port is the Port Captain's office. The Receita Federal is inside the gates. Call at the gatehouse to the left of the gates.
    

  


  Facilities



  
    
      The village of Jacare is only small but it does have a bakery and two shops selling groceries. The S end of the village is the tourist area with shops selling clothes, handicrafts, etc. Several large bar/restaurants line the riverbank. Just before sunset the crowds arrive to see the sun set and to listen to Ravel's Bolero played on the saxophone.
    


    
      
        Petrol and diesel can be obtained from the filling station, at the top of the road by the highway. The marinas can also arrange delivery for you.
      


      
        Water is available from the marinas, and the local water is safe to drink.
      

    


    
      

    


    
      Intermares, across the highway from Jacare, is a 20 minute walk away. Here you will find three reasonable size supermarkets and a bakery. The filling station on the ocean side of the highway has an ATM that accepts foreign credit cards. Intermares is on the sea front with a good uncrowded beach, used by surfers and kite boarders.
    


    
      

    


    
      Cabedelo has a very good, fruit, vegetable, meat and fish market, close N of the train station. It is open every day, except Sunday, but Saturday morning is the big day. There are also two good hardware shops and several small supermarkets.
    


    
      

    


    
      Joao Pessoa is the capital of Paraiba State and is 5M S of Jacare. It has a population of 674,000 and all the facilities of a large city. The old part of the city is well worth a visit.
    


    Repairs


    
      Christoph Lapawa runs a small boat building and general yacht repair business in Jacare. As well as woodwork, fibre glassing and spray painting he can also do sail repairs. He speaks German and English. He is also the local Transocean representative.
    


    
      

    

  


  
    
      See: www.orcafreeboat.com
    


    
      Contact: orcafreeboat@hotmail.com
    


    
      Tel: 55 8381 138579
    

  


  Communications



  
    The marinas have wifi access for its customers. Internet cafes can be found in Intermares, Joao Pessoa, and Tambau (the beach front suburb of JP and main tourist area).
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    A very good and cheap train service runs from Jacare to Cabedelo and Joao Pessoa. It operates until the early evening during the week and until lunchtime on Saturday, no trains on Sunday.
  


  
    A bus service runs from Jacare to JP (there is an 'integration' station where you change buses, without paying again), and more frequently on the highway also to JP and Cabedelo.
  


  
    A post office is situated next to the filling station on the Intermares side of the highway.
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    Post Office at Joao Pessoa
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    Igreja Sao Francisco Joao Pessoa
  


  
    Excursion


    
      For those who would like to see some more of the countryside then an interesting day trip is to take the small passenger boat from Jacare (leaves from close north of Jacare Yacht Village) to the hamlet of Restinga and then follow the footpath north to Porto Velho (bar and restaurant here). Then take the 'bus' ferry to Costinha to visit the whaling museum (in the large white building), and back to Cabedelo on the car ferry. Return to Jacare either by train or bus.
    

  


  
    

  


  Cabedelo << >> Itamaraca


  4. Barra Do Catuama


  
    Sheltered river anchorages inside coastal bar

  


  
    Pernambuco State

  


  
    7°42'.70S 34°46'.29W

  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 04 Barra do Catuama chart]
  


  Charts


  
    Brazilian: 910, 903 BA: 3978 (approach only)
  


  Tides


  
    HW Springs approx. 0500 1700, range 2.4m


    HW Neaps approx. 0000 1200, range 1.0m
  


  Lights


  
    Ponta de Pedras Lt.


    Fl(3)15s56m18M 7°37'.8S 34°48'.7W
  


  
    Olinda Lt


    Fl(2)W35s90m46M 8°00'.7S 34°50'.8W
  


  General information


  
    A break in the reefs leads over a bar into the mouths of the Rios Catuama and Carrapicho, at the N end of Isla Itamaraca. Barra Do Catuama is 40M S of Cabedelo and 16M N of Recife.
  


  Approach and Entrance


  
    Warning: This entrance is over a shallow bar and should only be attempted near HW, on a rising tide, and in reasonably settled conditions. The waypoints given were correct in 2009, but use them with caution as the channel and shallows may well have changed.

  


  
    The entrance is 5M S of Ponta de Pedras. Approach WP1 outside the 10m line and from there steer 285°T to WP2 and then on to WP3 and WP4. The least depth found in 2009 along this line was 1.2m, close W of WP3; once at WP4 the depths increase.
  


  
    [image: 04 Barra do Catuama pan]


    Barra do Catuama
  


  Waypoints


  
    
      
        	
          WP1
        

        	
          7°42'.70S
        

        	
          34°46'.29W
        
      


      
        	
          WP2
        

        	
          7°42'.19S
        

        	
          34°48'.15W
        
      


      
        	
          WP3
        

        	
          7°41';90S
        

        	
          34°48'.60W
        
      


      
        	
          WP4
        

        	
          7°41'.55S
        

        	
          34°49'.97W
        
      


      
        	
          WP5
        

        	
          7°41'.71S
        

        	
          34°50'.04W
        
      


      
        	
          WP6
        

        	
          7°41'.14S
        

        	
          34°50'.59W
        
      


      
        	
          WP7
        

        	
          7°41'.10S
        

        	
          34°50'.59W
        
      


      
        	
          WP8
        

        	
          7°40'.87S
        

        	
          34°50'.42W
        
      

    
  


  Anchorages



  1. N end of Isla Itamaraca


  
    7°41'.71S 34°50'.04W

  


  
    Anchor close west of Pta. Do Fortim in 5m (WP5), sand. Land on the beach. This is a nice quiet anchorage with some swell and tidal stream. Ashore the beach is not too crowded, even at weekends, with several bars and restaurants along the E shore.
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    Itamaraca looking S
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    Beach bar at Itamaraca
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    Praia do Tubaroes
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    Beach bar
  


  2. Village of Barra do Catuama


  
    7°40'.87S 34°50'.42W
  


  
    An extensive sand bar reaches out from the E point at the mouth of the river. There is a clear channel with a least depth of 4m close to the W side of the mouth. A long fish trap is located off some drying rocks at the W side of the river, pass about 2 boat lengths E of the fish trap (WP6 and WP7). Once past the bar, head towards the village and anchor outside the canoas on moorings in 5m (WP8). There is a tidal stream but no swell in the anchorage. Land on the beach N of the village. A path leads over a walkway to the village where there are several small shops selling basic supplies as well as bars and a restaurant up the hill opposite the church. A walk out from the village leads to the beach on the ocean side.
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    Bara do Catuama village
  


  Catuama << >> Recife


  


  5. Ilha Itamaraca, Forte de Orange


  
    Sheltered river anchorages inside coastal bar

  


  
    Pernambuco State

  


  
    7°47.'40S 34°46'.60W
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  Charts


  
    Brazilian: 910, 930 BA: 3978 (approach only)

  


  Tides


  
    HW springs approx. 0500 & 1700 range 2.4m


    HW neaps approx. 0000 & 1200 range 1.0m
  


  Lights



  
    Ponta de Pedras Lt.


    Fl(3)15s56m18M 7°37'.8S 34° 48'.7W
  


  
    Olinda Lt


    Fl(2)35s90m46M 8°00'.7S 34°50'.8W
  


  General information


  
    A break in the reefs, called Barra da Ilha, leads into the Canal Santa Cruz, at the S of Ilha Itamaraca. At the SE corner of the island lies Forte de Orange. The fort was originally built by the Dutch in 1631 and has recently been restored. Several sheltered anchorages are available in the Canal.
  


  Approach


  
    Keeping to the 20m line will clear all dangers offshore. Head for WP1, from where the S end of Ilha Itamaraca should be recognisable. Steer a course of 252°T towards it and once in 10m the fort should be visible on this bearing. This course takes you over the deepest part of the sand bar, 1.2m, and close N of the reef. Continue on this course towards the fort until WP2 is reached, when the low sand island, Coroa do Aviao, S of the fort, should be on a bearing of 233°T. Alter course to 233° and head towards the island, this clears a large shoal patch E of the fort. Once the canal opens out there is plenty of water. Pass between the island and the fort.
  


  
    [image: 05 ilha aviao]


    Ilha Aviao
  


  Waypoints


  
    
      
        	
          WP1
        

        	
          7°47'.40S
        

        	
          34°46'.60W
        
      


      
        	
          WP2
        

        	
          7°48'.30S
        

        	
          34°49'.50W
        
      

    
  


  Warning


  
    Because of the shallow nature of the bar it would be prudent to enter and leave near high water, preferably on a rising tide and in settled weather with not too much swell

  


  Anchorages



  1. Forte de Orange


  
    7°48'.86S 34°50'.46W

  


  
    Anchor near the small jetty in about 5.5m. The beach close W of the fort is a busy tourist area and canoas are constantly taking people over to the island. Tidal stream runs through all anchorages
  


  
    Facilities: On the beach and over at Coroa do Aviao are several barracas open during the day. Just behind the beach is a 4-star hotel, the Praia de Orange and in the village is a small grocery shop. A short way outside the village, on the right hand side, is the Ecoparque Peixe-Boi, a manatee rehabilitation and conservation project. It is open to the public and has several tanks with manatees as well as displays and a film show.
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    Forte Orange
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    Manatee at Ecoparque Peixe-Boi
  


  2. Vila Velha


  
    7°48'.78S 34°51'.46W
  


  
    A quieter anchorage can be found 1M further west off the village of Vila Velha, with the conspicuous church on the hill. Anchor in about 7m.
  


  3. Itapicuma


  
    7°46'.66S 34°53'.37W

  


  
    5M up the Canal Santa Cruz is the large village of Itapicuma, There is plenty of water in the canal, but keep to the N shore until past the Rio Igaracu and then mid channel until taking the outside of the bend as the channel heads N. Anchor off the church, just before the bridge in about 7m, sand and mud.
  


  Facilities


  
    There is a market here in the mornings, a supermarket and several shops.
  


  Itamaraca << >> Suape


  6. Recife


  
    Major city with anchorage and marina, port of entry

  


  
    Pernambuco State
  


  
    8°02'.70S 34°51'.30W
  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 06 new recife chart]
  


  Charts


  
    Brazilian: 930, 902 BA: 969

  


  Tides


  
    HW springs 0500 & 1700 range 2.4m


    HW neaps 0000 & 1200 range 1.0m
  


  Lights


  
    Olinda Lt


    Fl(2)35s90m46M 8°0'.7S 34°50'.8W
  


  General information


  
    Recife, the capital of Pernambuco State, is one of Brazil’s largest cities. In the past it had a bad reputation for crime and was often avoided by yachts, but things have changed and it is now much safer. The recent, and ongoing refurbishment of the old city makes it well worth a visit and it is easy to get to the old colonial town of Olinda, 3M north of Recife.
  


  Approach and entry



  
    Keeping outside the 20m line clears all dangers offshore. In the vicinity of Recife there are many makeshift floats with long lines to fish traps.
  


  
    Recife harbour is protected by a sea wall built on top of the reef, which runs parallel and close to the shore. The entrance is at the N end of this reef and is protected by another sea wall built on the Banco Ingles, just outside it. This makes the harbour safe to enter in all weather.
  


  
    Two channels lead into the harbour. The Canal Sul leads S of the Banco Ingles and is straightforward and clear of dangers as long as you pass S of the Banco Victor Pisani. The canal Olinda leads N of the Banco Ingles and passes close to several dangers, so much greater care is needed. Waypoints WP1, WP2 and WP3 lead through this channel.
  


  
    Once past the Banco Ingles breakwater head in through the harbour entrance and turn S.
  


  
    [image: 06 recife 1]


    Recife
  


  Waypoints


  WP1 8°01'.62S 34°48'.77W


  WP2 8°02'.20S 34°49'.95W


  WP3 8°02'.40S 34°50'.98W


  Anchorages/berths


  1. Pernambuco Iate Clube (PIC)



  
    8°04'.2S 34°52'.35W
  


  
    This is the first club you come to at the S end of the dredged part of the harbour. It is opposite the two tall tower blocks. This is a small club with several moorings off the club buildings and floating dock. It is advisable to pick up a mooring if one is vacant, otherwise anchor outside the moorings in about 8m. Land at the floating dock. Contact the club manager on arrival. Members of yacht clubs get 3 days free and then it is R$20 a day to use the club facilities (2013). Facilities are fairly limited: water, toilets and showers and the restaurant on the veranda is open for lunch until the early evening. To get into the city walk N along the breakwater road until the new monument and then take the row boat ferry from the jetty over to the city(R$5 per person each way). This drops you off in the historic part of the town and close to the port captain’s office. Going S along the breakwater leads to the beaches and tourist area S of the city, but there is a favela at the S end of the breakwater and it is not considered safe to walk through this area.
  


  
    [image: 06 moorings at PIC recife]


    Moorings at PIC Recife
  


  2. Cabanga Iate Clube


  
    8°4'.7S 34°53'.46W

  


  
    This is Recife’s upmarket yacht and social club. To get there proceed past PIC and follow the city side of the channel, keeping a reasonable distance off the wall. The final part of the channel is dredged and marked by small buoys. When recently dredged it should have 2m depth, but it would be prudent to wait until near high water to enter. The yacht berths are in a small basin with the stern to a buoy and bows towards the wall. Opposite the entrance to the basin is a loading pontoon, tie up here until a berth is assigned. In 2013 the fees were R$70 a day. All the facilities of a luxurious club are here with very good security. Frequent buses stop near the club and go into the city centre. Although not that far to walk into the city, railway lines and road bridges make this all but impossible. Cabanga runs the annual Recife/Fernando yacht race in October. They usually give participants free berthing before the race and there are no anchoring charges at Fernando.
  


  
    

  


  3. Iate Clube de Recife


  
    8°4'.73S 34°52'.65W

  


  
    This is Recife’s powerboat club and as it is right next to a favela, going ashore here without a car is a little dangerous. For this reason it is not often used by visiting yachts. It does have a fuel dock and next door at the Bombeiros (fire brigade), dock water is available by hose. The channel up to the club is unmarked, but reportedly has 3m at high water. Pass PIC and then keep parallel to the breakwater.
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    Recife


    [image: 06 olinda 1]


    Olinda
  


  Formalities


  
    The Port Captain's office is at the N end of the Praca de Arsenal, in the centre of Recife Antigo, and only a block away from the ferry if coming from PIC. The other offices, (Policia Federal and Receita Federal) are in the dock area, about 1km N of the Port Captain. From the Port Captain head one block E to the main road running parallel to the harbour. Turn L and follow this road for about 1km until you come to the old disused train station on your L. On the opposite side of the road and a little further on you will see several turnstiles leading in to the docks. Enter here and sign in with security, who will then direct you to the offices you need.
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    Old Recife at ferry landing


    [image: 06 recife harbour from olinda]


    Recife harbour from Olinda
  


  Facilities


  
    Recife has all the facilities of a large city. It is worthwhile calling in at the Tourist Information office in the Praca de Arsenal; they speak English and have good street maps. Grocery shopping is not easy as the supermarkets are not in the city centre, although there is a fruit and veg market in the Sao Jose district, near the centre. Otherwise the supermarkets are to be found in Boa Viagem, the residential and tourist suburb S of the city. The buses marked ‘Aeroporto’ stop at a large shopping mall, not far from the airport, and this has a good-sized supermarket, not to mention the usual mall type shops.
  


  
    Carnival in Recife and nearby Olinda is regarded as among the best in Brazil.
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    Recife
  


  Warning


  
    Although the crime level in Recife has dropped in recent years, be aware that pick pockets and bag snatching is still a problem.
  


  Recife << >> Ilha de Santo Alexio


  
    7. Suape


    
      Sheltered reef-protected anchorages

    


    
      Pernambuco State

    


    
      8°22'.40S 34°56'.30W
    


    
      

    


    
      [image: 07 suape chart 2]
    


    Charts


    
      Brazilian: 906 BA: 3978 (approach only)
    


    Tides


    
      High water springs 0430 & 1630 range 2.4m


      High water neaps 1130 & 2330 range 1.0m
    


    Lights



    
      Cabo de Santo Agostino Lt.


      Fl.10s91m22M 8°21'.09S 34°56'.84W
    


    
      

    


    General information


    
      This is a river estuary, sheltered by a drying reef, with delightful anchorages off Ilha Tatuoca and in the Rio Massangana. There is much new development around the port and there is also a large shipyard, but most of this is hidden from the anchorages. The village of Suape is a small resort.     (Updated information supplied by Karina and Hans Hutzler 2019)
    


    
      

    


    
      [image: porto suape]

    


    Approach and Entry
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      Suape entrance
    


    
      By keeping outside the 20m line all offshore dangers are cleared.
    


    
      It would be prudent to enter towards HW, on a rising tide.
    


    
      There are three entrance channels.
    


    1. North of the reef by Cabo de Santo Agostino.


    
      This provides the deepest channel with a minimum depth of 1m (MLWS), near SA4. However the entrance does have some sea running even near slack water.
    


    
      Follow the waypoints SA1 to SA5. At S6 either head SW to the anchorage between Ilha Tatuoca and the sand bank N of Ilha Frances, or head to S7 and the anchorage in the Rio Massangana.
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      Suape North entrance
    


    2. South of the reef through the port entrance, then east of Ilha Frances.


    
      Enter the new harbour of Suape north of the outer breakwater. If coming from the south keep clear of the rocks of Cabeco Sitiba, 600 metres east of the end of the breakwater. The outer harbour has berths for gas and oil tankers. The entrance to the inner harbour and container port is south of the reef, marked by a beacon on a concrete mole. 
    


    
      Before entering Suape harbour call  Port Control on channel 16 to ask permission to enter (or when leaving), they will advise on any ship movement in the harbour.

    


    
      Once inside the inner harbour turn north and follow the waypoints S1 to S4, the channel is alongside the reef for most of the way with a least depth found of 0.15 metres near S3. (note that this channel may well be too shallow for many yachts near neap tides). From S4 head for S5 and then continue as above.
    


    3. South and west of Ilha Frances.


    
      Before entering Suape harbour call  Port Control on channel 16 to ask permission to enter (or when leaving), they will advise on any ship movement in the harbour.

    


    
      Once in the inner harbour pass south of the red buoy, opposite the container port, and slowly turn north to pass  along the ship yard, the deepest water should be found close alongside this W shore. A recently dredged basin lies to the E of the Promar shipyard, where it is possible to anchor close to the N shore in 8 to 10 metres. A long sand spit extends SW from the NW point of Ilha Dos Franceses. Once in the narrows (it is very narrow) and Bio’s Bar (if it is still there) is abeam then head towards the anchorage. Drying rocks extend off the eastern shore of Ilha Tatuoca north of the narrows and a large drying sand bank lies off the north side of Ilha Franceses.

    


    
      

    


    
      The channel W of Ilha Frances is liable to change so it's best explored at LW by dinghy, or entered near HW on a rising tide.
    


    
      Enter the harbour of Suape as above. Once in the inner harbour, pass S of the red buoy opposite the container port and slowly turn N to pass along the shipyard. The deepest water should be found close alongside this shore. A long sand spit extends SW from the NW point of Ilha Franceses. Once in the narrows (it is very narrow) and Bio's Bar is abeam, head towards the anchorage. Drying rocks extend off the E shore of Ilha Tatuoca N of the narrows and a large drying sand bank lies off the N side of Ilha Franceses.
    


    Waypoints


    
      
        	SA1

        	8°21'.66S

        	34°56'.69W

      


      
        	SA2

        	8°21'.63S

        	34°56'.77W
      


      
        	SA3

        	8°21'.68S

        	34°56'.84W
      


      
        	SA4

        	8°21'.81S

        	34°56'.86W
      


      
        	SA5

        	8°22'.03S

        	34°57'.21W
      


      
        	S1

        	8°23'.32S

        	34°57'.52W
      


      
        	S2

        	8°23'.11S

        	34°57'.41W
      


      
        	S3

        	8°22'.43S

        	34°57'.14W
      


      
        	S4

        	8°22'.14S

        	34°57'.22W
      


      
        	S5

        	8°22'.07S

        	34°57'.39W
      


      
        	S6

        	8°22'.04S

        	34°57'.54W
      


      
        	S7

        	8°21'.97S

        	34°57'.65W
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      Suape anchorage looking SW


      [image: 07 suape anch looking ne]


      Suape Anchorage looking NE


      [image: 07 moorings off vile de suape]


      Moorings off Vila De Suape
    


    Anchorages


    
      1. 8°22'.25S 34°57'.81W


      
        The most sheltered anchorage is NW of the narrows, between the shallows and rocks E of Ilha Tatuoca and the extensive sand bank N of Ilha Franceses. There may be a few yachts on moorings, but room to anchor among them. Anchor in about 2.5m, sand and good holding. There is some tidal current and limited swinging room for a large yacht.
      


      2. 8°21'.79S 34°57'.75W


      
        The other anchorage is in the Rio Massangana near the Hotel/Resort. The channel is deeper on the N side (watch out for the sand spit to the N of S6 and the shallows, with rocks, to the S of S7). Anchor in about 3.0m. Expect more current here, although there is more swinging room.
      


      
        Off the Vila De Suape there are many fishing boats on moorings, but it is shallow with depths of less than 1m at low water.
      

    


    Formalities



    
      No formalities here
    


    Facilities



    
      Bio’s Bar is a friendly, simple, rustic place serving reasonably priced meals at weekend lunchtimes, if it still exists (2019).
    


    
      To visit the village it is possible to leave a dinghy at the floating dock by the resort and walk along the beach to Suape. The village has a small supermarket, panadaria and Internet café. There are several barracas along the beach.
    


    
      Fresh water is available from the tap on the floating dock.
    


    
      The Hotel/Resort is quite an upmarket place and apparently is not open to non-residents.
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      Beach at Vile de Suape


      [image: 07 bio's bar]


      Bio's bar
    

  


  
    Suape << >> Tamandare


    8. Ilha de Santo Alexio


    
      Small private island with sheltered anchorage

    


    
      Pernambuco State

    


    
      8°36'.50S   35°00'.70W

    


    
      

    


    
      [image: 08 isla san alexioCHART]
    


    Charts


    
     Brazilian: 22200 (approach only) BA: 3978 (approach only)
    


    
      

    


    General information


    
      A small wooded island, close off the coast, 10M N of Tamandare.
    


    Approach


    
      [image: 08 Isla San Alexio pan]


      Isla San Alexio

    


    
      Keeping outside the 20m line clears all offshore dangers.
    


    
      If approaching from the N, pass N of the island and keep well clear of the shoal and rocks extending W from the NW point of the island. WP1 clears these dangers with a depth of 4m. Then head for the anchorage.
    


    
      If approaching from the S pass W of the breaking reef, the end of which is approximately 1km SW of the S end of the island. WP2 clears this danger with a depth of 9.5m. Then head for the anchorage.
    


    Waypoints



    
      
        
          	
            WP1
          

          	
            8°36'.51S
          

          	
            35°01'.62W
          
        


        
          	
            WP2
          

          	
            8°37'.20S
          

          	
            35°01'.80W
          
        

      
    


    Anchorage


    
      8°36’.72’S   35°01'.7W
    


    
      Anchor W of the S end of the beach in about 3.5m Some swell may be experienced.
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      Beach at San Alexio
    


    Facilities


    
      A caretaker looks after the weekend house on this private island. Landing is allowed, but keep to the shoreline. During the day visitors arrive in small boats.
    

  


  Ilha de Santo Alexio << >> Maragogi


  
    9. Tamandare


    
      Small tourist town with reef-protected anchorage

    


    
      Pernambuco State
    


    
      8°47'.21S   35°05'.32W
    


    
      

    


    
      [image: 09 tamandare chart]
    


    Charts


    
      Brazilian: 22200 (approach only) BA: 3978 (approach only)
    


    Tides



    
      HW springs 0500 & 1700 range 2.4m
    


    
      HW neaps 0000 & 1200 range 1.0m
    


    Lights


    
      Tamandare Light


      Fl(3)10s27m18M  08°45'.48S   35°05'.98W
    


    
      

    


    General information


    
      A palm-fringed bay of golden sand protected by reefs. The town of Tamandare has grown in recent years and is a popular tourist resort.
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      Tamandare
    


    Approach and Entry


    
      Keeping outside the 20m line clears all dangers offshore.
    


    
      Approaching from the S the bay will be recognised by the light tower. From the N the light tower is obscured by trees until it bears 310°. Tamandare is 10M south of the conspicuous Ilha de Santo Alexio.
    


    
      The bay has extensive reefs and shoals, but a clear passage leads in.
    


    
      Keep outside the 10m line until the light tower is in line with the N side of the pier and bears 340° ( WP1). Alter course to 340° and keep the light tower in line with the N side of the pier. This course takes you 50m N of a reef at WP2. From here head for the anchorage.
    


    Waypoints


    
      
        
          	
            WP1
          

          	
            8°47'.21S
          

          	
            35°05'.32W
          
        


        
          	
            WP2
          

          	
            8°46'S
          

          	
            35°05'.79W
          
        

      
    


    Anchorage


    
      08°45'.73S 35°05'.80W
    


    
      Anchor outside the moorings SE of the pier in 6m, sand and mud. There can be some swell, particularly near high water. Land on the beach E of the pier.
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      Tamandare lighthouse


      [image: 09 fort at Tamandare]


      Fort at Tamandare
    


    Formalities


    
      No formalities
    


    Facilities


    
      To get to town, walk up past the old fort and at the main road turn L into town. Tamandare is a small town with most facilities. The Banco de Brazil has an ATM. The biggest supermarket is the Sete Mares and close to it is a small market, open in the mornings. There are also two Internet cafes.
    


    
      The beach to the NE of the pier is popular with tourist, but the lovely beach S of the pier is almost deserted.
    

  


  Tamandare << >> Maceio


  
    10. Maragogi


    
      Tourist town with reef-protected anchorage

    


    
      Algoas State
    


    
      9°05'.40S   35°12'.30W
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    Charts


    
      Brazilian: 22200 (approach only)

    


    
      BA: 3978 (approach only)
    


    Tides


    
      HW spring 0430 & 1630 range 2.2m
    


    
      HW neaps 1130 & 2330 range 1.0m
    


    
      

    


    General information


    
      A clear channel through the reefs leads in to a sheltered anchorage off the small town of Maragogi. Maragogi lies 52M NNE of Maceio and 17M S of Tamandare.
    


    
      

    


    Approach and entry


    
      Keeping outside the 20m line clears all offshore dangers.
    


    
      Head for WP1, which is on the 20m line. The conspicuous steel lattice communication tower (not the new concrete one) bears 350° (012° magnetic) and the ruined church at Sao Bento bears 318° (340° magnetic).
    


    
      From WP1 head on a course of 350° (012° magnetic) towards the steel tower to WP2. This course takes you close W of a shoal patch of less than 2m with a rock so do not stray E of the course. Later it passes close E of a drying reef.
    


    
      WP2 is located just before a 2m shoal patch, if entering near LW take a little dogleg to the W to avoid this shoal to get to the anchorage.
    


    Waypoints


    
      
        
          	
            WP1
          

          	
            9°05'.40S
          

          	
            35°12'.30W
          
        


        
          	
            WP2
          

          	
            9°01'.20S
          

          	
            35°13'.10W
          
        

      
    


    Anchorage


    
      09°00'.98S   35°13'.14W
    


    
      Anchor outside the many boat moorings in 3.3m, sand.
    


    Formalities



    
      No formalities
    


    Facilities


    
      All the facilities of a small town. Each morning there is a street market two blocks up from the beach. The beach area is popular with tourists and has many bars and restaurants. Several catamarans take tourist out to the reefs at low water.
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      Tripper boats Maragogi
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      Beach at Maragogi
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      Saturday market Maragogi
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      Jangadas at Maragogi
    

  


  Maragog1 << >> Porto Frances


  11. Maceio


  
    Major city with anchorage and port of entry

  


  
    Algoas State
  


  
    9°42'.20S 35°40'.50W

  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 11 maceio chart]
  


  Charts


  
    Brazilian: 920, 901 BA: 960
  


  Tides


  
    HW springs 0420 & 1620 range 2.1m
HW neaps 1030 & 2230 range 1.5m
  


  Lights


  
    Maceio Light


    Al.Fl.WR.20s68m43/36M 09°39'.8S 35°43'.56W
  


  
    Ponte Verde Light


    Fl.10s13m13M 09°40’.0S 35°41’.5W
  


  General information


  
    Maceio is the capital of Algoas State and is a popular beach resort.
  


  
    [image: 11 maceio harbour pan]


    Maceio harbour
  


  Approach and entry


  
    Keeping outside the 20m line clears all offshore dangers.
  


  
    Approaching from the N, head for WP1 and then towards WP2.
  


  
    Approaching from the S, head directly to WP2.
  


  
    From WP2 head N towards the city, passing W of the port area, with it’s conspicuous sugar warehouses.
  


  Waypoints


  
    
      
        	
          WP1
        

        	
          9°42'.20’S
        

        	
          35°40'.50W
        
      


      
        	
          WP2
        

        	
          9°42'.10’S
        

        	
          35°44'.00W
        
      

    
  


  Anchorage


  
    Anchor past the port, outside the fishing boat moorings in 2.5 - 3m. Land on the beach at the yacht club and take your dinghy inside the club gates.
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    Anchorage at Maceio
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    Jangadas at Praia Pajucara
  


  Formalities


  
    From the yacht club entrance, cross the highway and turn L along Rua Albuquerque, which runs parallel to the highway. 400m on your left is the Receita Federal, and a further 100m on your right is the Port Captain's office.
  


  
    To get to the Policia Federal, from the Rua Albuquerque, turn L along the Rua Sante Leopoldina (nearly opposite the Receita Federal building) and continue along it until you reach the Ave. Maceio (a major road with a railway track down the centre). Turn right and the next major building is the Policia Federal (open in the morning 0830 – 1130)
  


  Facilities


  
    The yacht club (Federacao Algoana de Vela e Motor) makes visitors welcome and offers the use of their facilities (free). There are showers, toilets, bar and drinking water.
  


  
    

  


  
    The two big Bom Precio supermarkets are about equidistant and a good half hour walk away. One is in the city centre on the Ave. Maceio and the other is in the Padjucara district (the tourist area to the E of the club) on the road one block in from the beach. The beachfront here has many barracas and restaurants. Not to be missed are the many Jangardas on the beach taking tourist for a trip out to the reefs.
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    Maceio
  


  Maceio << >> Barra de Sao Miguel


  12. Porto Frances




  
    Tourist village with reef-protected anchorage

  


  
    Algoas State
  


  
    9°46'.50S   35°50'.00W
  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 12 pto frances chart]
  


  Charts


  
    Brazilian: 920 BA: 3977, 3978 (approach only)
  


  Tides


  
    HW springs 0400 & 1600 range 2.2m


    HW neaps 1100 & 2300 range 1.0m
  


  General information


  
    Porto Frances, nine miles south of Maceio, is an anchorage behind a reef. The beach and village are popular with tourists, particularly at weekends.
  


  Approach and entry


  
    Approaching from the NE, keep to the 10m line until the end of the reef is abeam (just past the village), and then head to pass about 50m SW of the reef WP 1
  


  
    Approaching from the SW, give the reefs off Barra San Miguel a wide berth and then head for WP1.
  


  
    From WP 1 head into the channel between the reef and beach. The shallowest part is 3.5m, when abreast of the end of the reef. Favour the reef side of the channel and pass the moorings until the end of the village is reached.
  


  Waypoint


  WP1 9°46'.46S   35°50'.40W


  
    

  


  
    [image: 12 Porto Frances pan]
  


  
    Porto Frances
  


  Anchorage


  
    9°46'.08S 35°50'.1W
  


  
    Anchor at the NE end of the village, just past the moorings. A shoal patch extends off the beach so anchor near the reef in 10m, sand. This is a comfortable anchorage as long as the reef is covered; it may be a little rolly at HW springs. Current runs through the anchorage.
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    Anchorage at Porto Frances
  


  Facilities


  
    A medium-sized supermarket can be found on the outskirts of the village and several tourist shops near the beach, as well as several barracas and restaurants on the beach. A frequent bus service runs to Maceio.
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    Beach at Porto Frances
  




  Porto Frances << >> Coruripe


  13. Barra de Sao Miguel


  
    Small tourist town with sheltered reef-protected anchorages

  


  
    Algoas State

  


  
    9°51'.77S   35°52'.79W

  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 13 bara san miguel chart]
  


  Charts


  
    Brazilian: 920

  


  
    BA: 3977 (approach only)
  


  Tides


  
    HW springs 0400 & 1600 range 2.2m


    HW neaps 1100 & 2300 range 1.0m
  


  Lights


  
    Sao Miguel Light


    Fl.3s15m3M   9°52'.00S   35°54'.36W


    White metal column on concrete obelisk with red base
  


  General information


  
    A break in the reefs leads into the Rio Sao Miguel, with an anchorage off the small town of Barra Sao Miguel.
  


  Waypoints


  
    
      
        	
          WP1
        

        	
          9°51'.77S
        

        	
          35°52'.79W
        
      


      
        	
          WP2
        

        	
          9°52'.21S
        

        	
          35°54'.00W
        
      

    
  


  Approach


  
    Approaching from the N head towards WP1, keeping clear of the isolated rocks W of the Rio Sao Miguel.
  


  
    Approaching from the S keep well E of the reefs Baixo de Sao Miguel and Baixo de Gamela. Head towards WP1.
  


  
    From WP1 head towards WP2. This leads you N of the Baixo de Gamela and S of an isolated rock to a position outside the break in the reef with the Sao Miguel light bearing 300° (323° magnetic).
  


  Entry


  
    Just outside the break in the reef is a sand bar with a least depth of 2m. It would be prudent to enter the Rio Sao Miguel towards HW with a rising tide and in settled conditions, without too much swell. If waiting for the tide there is a good anchorage behind Baixo de Sao Miguel in 8m (9°53'.03S   35°54'.19W).
  


  
    From WP2 steer 300° (323° magnetic) towards the light tower. The minimum depth is 2m just outside the reef and then 3.5m as you pass the reef. Once past the reef turn N and favour the reef side of the channel. At the N end of the Praia de Gunga a sand spit extends E a little way into the channel, round this into the Rio Sao Miguel and then keep close to the S and W side of the river. Continue on the W side of the channel until the river opens out to the N. Then cross over to pass fairly close to the N shore of the island and proceed round into the channel between the island and the town of Barra Sao Miguel.
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    Sao Miguel light
  


  Anchorage 9°50'.42S   35°54'.59W


  
    The channel slowly shoals the further S you go, so anchor in about 2m at the top end of the town, or as your draught allows. Land at the beach by a small jetty in the position shown on the sketch chart. The beach disappears at HW, so tie your dinghy up!
  


  
    It is also possible to anchor almost anywhere between Praia Gunga and the town.
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    Barra San Miguel
  


  
    [image: 13 Barra San Miguel 2 pan]


    Barra San Miguel looking SE
  


  Formalities


  
    No formalities.
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    Jetty at Sao Miguel


    [image: 13 market at sao miguel]


    Market at Sao Miguel
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    Praia de Gunga
  


  Facilities


  
    In the Rua Luiz de Franca (turn L past the church) is a small market, open all day but best in the morning. On the main street past the church is the Supermercado Unicompra, which has an ATM. No Internet access was found in 2009, but as this is a popular tourist area this could well change.
  


  
    Praia Gunga is a very popular beach during the day with many barracas. Tripper boats are continually taking people from the town there. Most go directly over, S of the island, unless it is LW.
  


  Barra de Sao Miguel << >> Rio Sao Francisco do Norte


  14. Pontal de Coruripe


  
    Village with reef-protected anchorage

  


  
    Algoas State
  


  
    10°17'.00S 36°06'.10W
  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 14 pontal de coruripe chart]
  


  Charts


  
    Brazilian: 1000 BA: 3977 (approach only)
  


  Tides


  
    HW springs 0430 & 1630 range 2. m


    HW neaps 0830 & 2030 range 1.3m
  


  Lights


  
    Pontal de Coruripe light


    Fl(2)15s20m14M  10°09'.62S   36°08'.01W
  


  General information


  
    Pontal de Coruripe provides a sheltered anchorage behind reefs. The quiet village does get busy at weekends.
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    Lighthouse at Pontal de Coruripe
  


  Waypoints


  
    
      
        	
          WP1
        

        	
          10°17'.0S
        

        	
          36° 06'.1W
        
      


      
        	
          WP2
        

        	
          10°14'.6S
        

        	
          36° 12'.0W
        
      

    
  


  Approach and entry


  
    Keeping outside the 20m line clears all offshore dangers.
  


  
    The easiest entry to the anchorage is to pass S of the Baxio Seco. Head for WP1 and from that position then head for WP2. This takes you between the Lajes do Miai and the Baxio Para; WP2 is between Baxio Japu and underwater rocks SW of Baxio Seco. From WP2 head NE, keeping about half way between the beach and Baxio Seco, towards Pontal de Coruripe.
  


  
    The fishermen use the entrance N of Baxio Seco, but there are many dangers to avoid.
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    Pontal de Coruripe
  


  Anchorage   10°09'.78S   36°08'.37W


  
    Anchor outside the fishing boat moorings off the village in 2.5m. The drying reef off the lighthouse gives reasonable shelter except at high water, when some swell is felt. Land on the beach near the lighthouse.
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    Pontal de Coruripe
  


  Facilities


  
    The village has a small grocery shop and a couple of restaurants on the beach. A bus goes to Coruripe, a small town 9km. away. A local handicraft here is woven grass baskets.
  




  Coruripe << >> Baia de Todos os Santos


  15. Rio Sao Francisco do Norte


  
    Sheltered river anchorage off small town, inside difficult coastal bar

  


  
    Algoas/Sergipe States
  


  
    10°31'.70S 36°20'.80W
  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 15 rio sao francisco chart new]
  


  Charts


  
    Brazilian: 1000 (Approach only), 1002 (upper river)

  


  
    BA: 3977 (Approach only)
  


  Tides


  
    HW springs 0430 & 1630 range 1.7m


    HW neaps 1030 & 2230 range 1.2m
  


  Light


  
    Peba Light


    LFl.15s43m17M 10°29'.25S 36°23'.33W

  


  General information


  
    The Rio Sao Francisco is one of Brazil’s major rivers, being 3160km long. Where it reaches the Atlantic it forms the border of Algoas and Sergipe states. The entrance to the river has a sand bar, and once crossed it is reasonably straightforward to get up to the town of Piacabucu, 6M from the entrance. There are many sailing canoas in the river.
  


  Approach and entry


  
    WARNING: Treat this river entrance with great respect and only attempt it in settled conditions with little swell. At least one yacht has been lost trying to cross the bar,
  


  
    The following description and waypoints are based on a visit in March 2009. The river and bar may well have changed so use them with caution. Quite a few fishing boats enter and leave the river and they are happy to give directions. Either side of the entrance the sea breaks, but in the channel the water should be fairly smooth. If not, do not hesitate to abandon the attempt.
  


  
    The safest time to enter the river is near HW, on a rising tide.
  


  
    Keeping outside the 20m line clears all offshore dangers.
  


  
    From offshore head for WP1 on the 10m line and then on to WP2 which is the shallowest part of the bar (2.7m in 2009). Carry on to WP3 and then turn to the N and keep to the middle of the river until the Peba light is abeam. The deepest water will now be found by keeping to the E shore until just past the Rio Parapuca, when an isolated house on the W shore is abeam at WP4. Now head out towards the middle of the river and continue to keep to mid channel until you arrive at Piacabucu.
  


  Waypoints


  
    
      
        	
          WP1
        

        	
          10°31'.70S
        

        	
          36°20'.80W
        
      


      
        	
          WP2
        

        	
          10°31'.58S
        

        	
          36°23'.31W
        
      


      
        	
          WP3
        

        	
          10°31'.18S
        

        	
          36°23'.71W
        
      


      
        	
          WP4
        

        	
          10°26'.73S
        

        	
          36°25'.09W
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    Peba light
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    Old lighthouse at river entrance
  


  Anchorage 10°24'.62S 36°26'.10W


  
    Anchor off the town, outside the moorings in 11m. Land at any convenient set of steps, but best to tie up to one side as they are much in use for clothes washing and swimming.
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    Picacbuca
  


  Formalities


  
    None
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    Piacabucu
  


  Facilities


  
    Piacabucu is an attractive small town with very little tourism. It has the usual shops and several small supermarkets.
  


  
    The 40-minute bus ride to the colonial town of Penedo, further up the river, is well worth taking.
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    Penedo
  




  Rio Sao Francisco do Norte << >> Salvador


  16. Baia de Todos os Santos




  
    Large bay and major cruising area with marinas and a multitude of anchorages

  


  
    Bahia State
  


  
    13°01'.00S 38°33'.00W
  


  
    

  


  [image: baia do todos os santos]



  Charts


  
    Brazilian: 1101, 1102, 1103, 1104, 1105, 1108, 1110


    BA: 540, 545
  


  Guide


  
    Roteiro Nautico Do Litoral Da Bahia (pub. Centro Nautico da Bahia) R$70. A nautical guide (in Portuguese or French) describing ports and anchorages in the State of Bahia. Excellent aerial photographs, description of facilities and waypoints. Available from CENAB marina.
  


  Tides


  
    HW springs 0420 & 1620 range 2.4m


    HW neaps 1030 & 2230 range 1.8m
  


  Light


  
    Santo Antonio Light


    Al.Iso.WWR.30s38m34M  13°00'.6S 38°32’W
  


  
    [image: 16a s. antonio light]


    S. Antonio light
  


  General information


  
    Baia de Todos os Santos is Brazil’s largest bay and a great cruising area. On the E shore is the city of Salvador, the capital of Bahia State. As well as its many restored colonial buildings and churches Salvador is also the centre for Afro – Brazilian culture. Around the bay and up the rivers there are many anchorages to explore, all only a few hours' sail away from eachother. It would be easy to spend at least a month here seeing it all.
  


  Approach


  
    Approaching from the N, keep outside the 20metre line until Pta. Italuazinho is abeam. Then turn W and, keeping outside the 10m line, run parallel to the shore to pass between Pta. de S. Antonio and the N cardinal buoy, marking the N end of Banco de Santo Antonio. Banco de Santo Antonio does have breakers, depending on the wind and tide. Fairly strong tidal currents may be experienced near Pta. de S. Antonio. As you round Pta. de S. Antonio continue to keep outside the 10m line and pass W of the red buoy, marking a wreck.
  


  
    Approaching from the S, keep outside the 10m line and pass E of the E cardinal buoy marking the Baxio Grande. This is west of Pta. de S Antonio.
  




  Baia de Todos os Santos << >> Baia de Aratu


  16a. Salvador



  Major city with marinas and anchorage & port of entry


  
        12°58'.5W   38°31'.6W
  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 16a salvador chart new]
  


  Entry


  
    Keep outside the 10m line as you proceed along the E shore of the bay. About 0.5M N of Pta de S Antonio is the Iate Clube da Bahia, which is one option for berthing. Continue until the Bahia Marina is abeam, note the Pedra da Gamboa rock SW of the marina. If going to the inner harbour, keep E of the Forte de Sao Marcelo. This avoids the many moorings and a 0.9 shoal to the W of the fort.
  


  Berthing/Anchoring


  1. Centro Nautico da Bahia CENAB


  
    12°58'.3S   38°30'.95W
  


  
    Email: cenab@cenab.com.br Website: www.cenab.com.br
  


  
    The marina is in the inner harbour and is the most convenient berth as it is in the centre of the city. Not surprisingly, most visiting yachts choose to go here. There are two floating jetties and yachts lie bow/stern to the jetty, with an anchor out. Visitors usually lie on the first jetty. The marina can take yachts up to 65ft and 6m draught. Facilities include toilets/showers, water, bar and 24 hour security.
  


  
    Particularly in winter, when SW winds are more frequent, a significant surge enters the inner harbour putting great strain on ropes and anchor rodes, especially on the outside berths
  


  
    Charges in 2013 were $R10 per day for a dinghy, $R1.10 per foot per day (monohulls), $R1.65 per foot per day (multihull).
  


  2. Inner harbour anchorage/mooring.


  
    12°58'.3S   38°31'.04W
  


  
    The area W and S of the Forte de Sao Marcelo is filled with moorings for the tourist Saveiros. Many of these moorings are empty during the day, until the boats return. In the winter months many of the Saveiros are being refitted and consequently there is more chance of finding room to anchor. There is room for two or three yachts to anchor off the marina, but usually no space is available. Land at CENAB, they charge R$10 a day.
  


  
    [image: 16a salvador inner harbour]


    Salvador inner harbour
  


  3. Anchorage outside the inner harbour



  
    12°58'.47S   38°31'.15W
  


  
    For those who prefer to anchor, this spot always has room and is a pleasant anchorage, much quieter than the inner harbour. Anchor outside the moorings in about 4m. There is no tidal stream here and it is sheltered from the E, but it is exposed to the SW and in the event of a blow it would be necessary to find shelter elsewhere. While it is possible to land on the beach next to the marina, it is not considered safe to leave your dinghy there and there have been reports of gangs of children mugging people waiting to be picked up. The best place to land is at CENAB in the inner harbour, who charge R$10 a day to leave your dinghy there, but it is a long row around the breakwater to get there.
  


  4. Bahia Marina


  
    12°58'.6S   38°31'.25W
  


  
    Email: bmarina@bahiamarina.com.br
  


  
    This is a full service marina able to take yachts up to 130ft and 5m draught. Boats lie bow/stern to the jetties, with lines to mooring buoys. All the facilities you would expect, including a 40-ton travel lift, storage ashore and on site maintenance contractors.
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    Bahia marina
  


  5. Iate Clube de Bahia



  
    12°59'.80S   38°31'.91W
  


  
    Email: icb@elitenet.co.br
  


  
    This is a typical Brazilian yacht/social club. They make visitors welcome and will usually give several days' free use of the facilities. Anchor outside the moorings in 8m, but note that the depths drop off rapidly. The club runs a launch service. Facilities include toilets/showers, swimming pool, bar, café and restaurant. The club is near Barra district, which has shops, banks, supermarket and many bars and restaurants. To get to the city take any ‘Centro Commercio’ for the lower part and ‘Praca de SE’ for the historic upper part. Catch the ‘Barra’ bus back, most go past the yacht club, but some go direct to Barra, a short walk away.
  


  6. Pier Salvador


  
    12°54'.65S 38°29'.63W
  


  
    Email: tropicalfun@tropicalfun.com.br
  


  
    This marina/boatyard is in the Ribeira district, at the N end of the Itapagipe peninsular, about 4M north of the centre of Salvador. It can take yachts up to 50ft and 4m draught. The boatyard can handle all repairs and there is a chandler's shop onsite. The management speak English. Being cheaper than the other two marinas and with good security, this is a good option if you want to leave your boat to travel. Although a long way to the centre, there is a good bus service. Note that there is a sand bar, Banco de Itapagipe, across the entrance to the Itapagipe peninsular, with depths of less than 1m at LW.
  


  Formalities


  
    Salvador is one of the easier places to clear into in Brazil, as all the offices are a walk away from eachother and in the centre of the city, close to the two city marinas and the anchorage.
  


  
    Policia Federal (immigration): They are housed in the building at the far N end of the docks, enter in the main dock entrance (which is quite a long walk N of the Centro Nautica). Continue N in the docks and it is on the first floor of the offices in the last building.
  


  
    If you need to renew your visa, that is done at the Policia Federal office, at the airport, a long bus ride out of town. Catch a bus to the airport near the top of the elevator (in the old town).
  


  
    Receita Federal (customs): In the building between warehouse 1 and 2, close N of the Centro Nautica.
  


  
    Port Captain: In the navy complex, the white buildings close S of the Centro Nautica.


    While generally not required any longer in Brazil, the Policia Federal in Salvador do require you to get a ‘Passe de Entrada’, which is shown to the Port Captain and a ‘Passe de Saida’ on leaving.
  


  Facilities


  
    The centre of the city is in two parts. The lower level, by the port, is the commercial centre where you will find the post office and banks. The upper level, Pelourinho, is the historic part of the city, reached by the Elevador Lacerda, across the street from the Mercado Modelo. At the exit from the top level of the elevador is a very good tourist information centre, English spoken and free street maps.
  


  
    Shopping for food in the centre is not easy, apart from the handy butcher's shop next to the filling station, by CENAB. The nearest supermarket is the Cesta do Povo (a state run shop selling the basics) on Ave. Estados Unidos, close N of the commercial centre. The big city market selling, fruit, veg, meat, fish, dry goods and much more besides is just past the Itaparica car ‘Ferry-Boat’, about 2.5km N of the centre. Just across the street from the market is a supermarket. It is a long walk along a very busy road, well worth catching any bus going to ‘Ferry-Boat’. Alternatively, catch a bus to the residential/tourist area of Barra, where there is a more upmarket supermarket.
  


  
    Fuel is available from the dock next to CENAB and at the fuelling barge in the inner harbour. Across the main road from the Port Captain are several chandlers shops with some yacht items and several other fishing gear shops nearby.
  


  Crime


  
    By day crime is not a problem in the city, but at night the commercial centre is to be avoided. Always use the elevador to Pelourinho as the steps are traditionally unsafe at any time. Pelourinho is where the nightlife is and is considered relatively safe, but beware of pickpockets and only take as much money as you intend to spend. Getting to and from Pelourinho at night is probably best done by taxi.
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    Pelourinho
  


  Salvador << >> Ilha Do Frade and Bom Jesus


  16b. Baia de Aratu


  Sheltered bay with marinas and anchorages





  
    [image: 16b aratu chart]
  


  
    12°47'.18S   38°30'.00W
  


  Charts


  
    Brazilian: 1110, 1104, 1103


    BA: 540, 545
  


  General information


  
    Baia de Aratu lies 10M N of Salvador and although the entrance is very commercial, the bay itself is quiet and largely lined with mangroves. In the SE corner is a large yacht club and opposite the entrance is a commercial marina.
  


  Entry


  
    The approach to the entrance and the entrance channel is well buoyed as it is much used by commercial ships. The entrance channel is quite narrow and while there is room to tack through, the wind can be fluky and the current strong at times. Motoring through would be highly recommended with any ship movement.
  


  Anchorages


  1. Marina Aratu


  
    12°47'.77S   38°27'.58W
  


  
    email: marinaaratu@marinaaratu.com.br
  


  
    The marina is opposite the entrance channel to the bay. There are pontoon berths and moorings here. Anchor outside the moorings in 5-6m, mud. Repairs are carried out in the boatyard.
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    Aratu marina
  


  2. Aratu Iate Clube


  
    12°48'.48S   38°27'.83W
  


  
    email: aratuclube@uol.com.br
  


  
    In the SE corner of the bay is this large yacht club, which has pontoon berths and moorings. Anchor outside the moorings in 3m, mud. Quite a few foreign yachts have been left here while their owners travel.
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    Aratu yacht club
  


  3. North of Pta. Matanga


  
    12°46'.80S   38°27'.51W
  


  
    A peaceful anchorage can be found about 0.25M north of Pta. Matanga. Take care to avoid the shoal patch that extends 0.25M SE from Pta. Matanga. Anchor in about 3.5m, mud.
  


  4. Ilha da Mare Oratorio


  
    12°46'.00’S   38°30'.97W
  


  
    This anchorage is half way along the E coast of Ilha da Mare, close to the entrance to Baia Aratu. It is a quiet anchorage in lovely surroundings off the restaurant at Oratorio. Anchor off the pier in 5.5m, sand and mud. When visited in 2009, the restaurant was closed.

  


  Baia de Aratu << >> Rio Paraguacu


  16c. Ilha Do Frade and Bom Jesus


  Rural islands and village with sheltered anchorages



  
    [image: 16c i do frade chart]
  


  Charts


  
    Brazilian: 1110, 1104, 1105 (northern part)


    BA: 540, 545 (northern part)
  


  Light


  
    Q.(2)6s35m10M   12°48'.84S   38°38'.47W
  


  Anchorage


  Pta. N. S. de Guadalupe


  
    12°48'.80S   38°38'.64W
  


  
    A reef running SW from the S tip of Ilha do Frade makes a sheltered anchorage to the W of the point. When approaching, note that a shoal patch extends S of the reef for 600m. The bottom shoals gradually. Anchor in about 3m sand. There is good shelter from the prevailing SE wind, but it is wide open to the W. Recently a cobbled road has been built on top of the reef leading to a new jetty at the end of the reef, where Saveiros land tourists in the middle of the day. They head for the beach E of the point and several barracas are open then to service them. Otherwise the anchorage is deserted.
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    17 century church at N. S. de Guadalope


    [image: 16c beach at pta de guadalope]


    Beach at Pta de Guadalope


    [image: 16c road and jetty at pta de guadalope]


    Road and jetty at Pta de Guadalope
  


  Ilha do Frade North / Bom Jesus


  
    [image: 16d bom jesus chart]
  


  
    A narrow channel separates the island of Bom Jesus from the N shore of Ilha do Frade. Bom Jesus, while only a small island, has a large village with no cars. A footpath circumnavigates the island and it is well worth a visit. A ferry runs a regular service to the nearby town of Madre de Deus. There are a few small shops selling basic provisions.
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    Ilha do Frade north
  


  Entry


  
    To get to the north side of Ilha do Frade it is possible to enter from the E or W. From the W the channel is well buoyed for the ships using the Madre de Deus terminal.
  


  
    From the E avoid the extensive shoals and reefs extending up to 1.5M off the E shore of Ilha do Frade. Pass N of the reef Coroa do Osso and Ilha de Santo Antonio and then S of the red buoy, on the S side of Coroa Grande. If intending to go to the S of Bom Jesus pass between Ilha de Santo Antonio and Coroa dos Moleques.
  


  Anchorages


  
    There are three anchorages around Bom Jesus, two of which are suitable for landing on the island.
  


  1. East of Bom Jesus


  
    12°45'.75S   38°37'.85W
  


  
    A good sized bay is formed between the NW shore of Ilha do Frade and the E side of Bom Jesus. Anchor anywhere along the E side of the bay in 4-5m. Good shelter but exposed to the N. This bay is a popular place for local sailors at the weekend, but there is plenty of room for all. Beautiful scenery here, except for the oil terminal to the NE.
  


  2. South West of Bom Jesus


  
    12°46'.00S 38°38'.70W
  


  
    The various small islands to the W of Bom Jesus make this an almost landlocked bay. The best anchorage is between the two small islets at the S of the bay in 3m. The narrow channel S of Bom Jesus has a minimum depth of over 2m. In the middle of the narrows, on the S shore of Bom Jesus is a landing place, which gives access to the path around the island. It is best to use this near HW as it is quite muddy at low water.
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    Bom Jesus from SW
  


  3. North of Bom Jesus


  
    12°45'.37S   38°38'.48W
  


  
    This is the best place to anchor if you want to visit Bom Jesus. Anchor W of the jetty and E of the islet in 7m. It is very deep close offshore and the depths reduce rapidly. Good shelter from the S. Land at the steps on the jetty; it is a good idea to tie up your dinghy some distance from the steps as they are much in use by swimmers.
  


  Ilha da Vacas


  
    This is a small island to the north of Bom Jesus
  


  Anchorages


  1. Between Ilha da Vacas and Ilha do Capeta


  
    12°44'.86S   38°38'.37W
  


  
    Anchor about half way between the two islands and inline with the S shore of Ilha do Capeta in 3m. The water shoals rapidly N of this spot. There is a good view of Bom Jesus from here.
  


  2. West coast (north of Pta. do Queimado)


  
    12°44'.39S   38°38'.82W
  


  
    This is a delightfully secluded anchorage with no one in sight. The easiest approach is up the deep channel between Ilha da Vacas and Ilha Maria Guarda and then around the N tip of Ilha das Vacas. If approaching from the W then avoid the shoals and reefs extending up to 1.5M off the W coast of Ilha do Frade and the shoal extending 0.5M off Pta do Queimado.
  


  
    Anchor N of Pta do Queimado in 3m. Good shelter from the E and S.
  


  
    [image: 16e west coast of ilha das vacas pan]


    West coast of Ilha das Vacas
  


  Ilha Do Frade and Bom Jesus << >> Upper Paraguacu


  16d. Rio Paraguacu


  Large river with many anchorages, a rural town and few tourists





  
    [image: 16f lower paraguacu chart]
  


  
    The Rio Paraguacu enters the Baia de Todos os Santos from the W, just N of Ilha de Itaparica. This is a big river, with easy access and many interesting anchorages which should not be missed. Getting up to the town of Maragojipe is straightforward and, for the more adventurous, it is possible to get up to the old colonial town of Cachoeira.
  


  Lights


  
    Pta. Do Alambique light


    Fl.6s11m14M   12°50'.36S   38°47'.40W
  


  
    Pedra do Itaipabo light


    Fl.R.5s5m8M   12°49'.37S 38°47'.11W
  


  Approach


  
    From the E there are two shoal patches, which are both marked by lit green buoys on their northern side. After passing these, head for the river mouth passing clear of the drying sand bank extending NE from Pta do Alambique.
  


  Anchorages


  1. Anchorage at Pta. do Alambique


  
    12°50'.49S   38°47'.76W
  


  
    Anchor SW of the pier and moorings in 6m. Approach with care as the bottom is very deep quite close to the shore and then shoals quickly. The current is strong at times and if planning a walk ashore check your anchor is well dug in.
  


  
    Land on the beach. The village here is very small with just one bar, but 3km S along the road is the larger village of Cairu, where basic provisions can be bought
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    Anchorage 1 at Pta Alambique
  


  2. Anchorage on the southern shore
 opposite Ilha do Monte Cristo


  
    12°51'.64S   38°48'.96W
  


  
    This anchorage is just past a headland of red cliffs. A quiet place out of the river current and well sheltered. Anchor NE of the grassy knoll in 5m.
  


  
    [image: 16f anchorage 2 rio paraguacu chart] Anchorage 2 Rio Paraguacu
  


  3. Anchorage at NW end of Ilha do Monte Cristo


  
    12°50'.0S   38°50'.3W
  


  
    This is a delightfully secluded anchorage, well sheltered from the fresh SE wind that funnels along this section of the river. Anchor just inside the W tip of the island, SW of Ilha do Arromba, in 5m. The channel between the two islands is shoal, with depths of less than 2m. Ilha do Arromba has a weekend house on it.
  


  
    [image: 16f ilha monte cristo anc 3 chart] Anchorage 3 at Ilha Monte Cristo
  


  4. Anchorage off Ilha dos Coelhas


  
    12°47'.25S 38°52'.25W
  


  
    Anchor NW of the island in 2.5m. There is a passage between the island and the mainland, but it is narrow and passes between two drying banks. Note the ruined stone arches on the mainland, SW of the island. Ilha dos Coelhas has a weekend house on it.
  


  
    [image: 16f anch 4 paraguacu chart] Anchorage 4 Rio Paraguacu
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    Ilha dos Coelhas


    [image: 16f ruins at anchorage 4]


    Ruins at anchorage 4
  


  5. Maragojipe


  
    12°47'.0S   38°54'.44W
  


  
    This is a pleasant small market town, with many of the local farmers riding their horses and bullocks into town for the very good Saturday morning market here. It is worth getting there early to enjoy the best of it.
  


  
    Anchor either side of the pier in 3m. The pier is used by a passenger ferry so do not anchor too close. Land at the steps at the end of the pier and it is a good idea to tie up a little away from the steps as there is continual small boat traffic, not to mention children swimming. The end of the pier has a gate, with a caretaker.
  


  
    Directions to sail up to the old colonial town of Cachoeira are given in the next section, but if you do not have the time or inclination, you can take a bus there from the town. The journey takes about half an hour.
  


  
    [image: 16f maragojipe entrance to upper paraguacu chart] Maragojipe and the entrance to upper Paraguacu showing anchorages 5 - 7
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    Pier and anchorage at Maragojipe
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    Maragojipe harbour
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    Maragojipe
  


  6. Sao Francisco do Paraguacu


  
    12°44'.57S   38°52'.41W
  


  
    A large deserted church and convent stands on the waters edge here, with a small village behind it. Anchor off the church in about 8-9m.
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    [image: 16f church at sao francisco]


    Church at Sao Francisco
  


  7. Anchorage 2M N of Sao Francisco


  
    12°43'.28S   38°52'.75W
  


  
    A quiet anchorage off a clump of palms. Anchor in 4m.
  




  Rio Paraguacu << >> Itaparica



  16e. Upper Paraguacu


  Difficult river passage with anchorage off old colonial town





  
    [image: 16e cach upper chart]
  


  
    It is possible to go further up the Rio Paraguacu to the old colonial town of Cachoeira, but it is necessary to use waypoints, as the channel is quite tortuous. Cachoeira is a delightful town with many museum and churches and is well worth a visit.
  


  Entry


  
    Note: the following waypoints were correct when used in March 2009, but take care as the channel may have shifted.
  


  
    To get into the upper Paraguacu there are two channels leading through extensive sand banks. Both are shallow and as it takes about 3hr to get up the 14M to Cachoeira, it is best to start the passage at half tide or later, depending on your draught.
  


  
    The first route leads past Ilha do Menem and follows the western shore:
  


  Waypoints


  
    Route A

    
      
        	
          WPA1
        

        	
          12°46'.18S
        

        	
          38°53'.21W
        
      


      
        	
          WPA2
        

        	
          12°45'.9S
        

        	
          38°53'.29W
        
      


      
        	
          WPA3
        

        	
          12°45'.59S
        

        	
          38 53'.68W
        
      


      
        	
          WPA4
        

        	
          12°45'.13S
        

        	
          38°53'.84W
        
      


      
        	
          WPA5
        

        	
          12°44'.7S
        

        	
          38°54'.25W
        
      


      
        	
          WPA6
        

        	
          12°44'.19S
        

        	
          38°54'.77W
        
      


      
        	
          WPA7
        

        	
          12°43'.95S
        

        	
          38°55.13W
        
      

    
  


  
    The alternative route leads from the village of Sao Francisco, on the E shore, and then N of Ilha das Garcas. This route is buoyed, but note that in 2009 buoys No.12 and No.14 where out of place.
  


  
    

  


  
    Route B

    
      
        	
          WPB1
        

        	
          12°44'.33S
        

        	
          38°52'.77W
        
      


      
        	
          WPB2
        

        	
          12°44'.26S
        

        	
          38°52'.89W
        
      


      
        	
          WPB3
        

        	
          12°44'.15S
        

        	
          38°53'.07W
        
      


      
        	
          WPB4
        

        	
          12°43'.97S
        

        	
          38°53'.20W
        
      


      
        	
          WPB5
        

        	
          12°43'.90S
        

        	
          38°53'.39W
        
      


      
        	
          WPB6
        

        	
          12°43'.89S
        

        	
          38°53'.64W
        
      


      
        	
          WPB7
        

        	
          12°43'.85S
        

        	
          38°53'.92W
        
      


      
        	
          WPB8
        

        	
          12°43'.79S
        

        	
          38°54'.13W
        
      


      
        	
          WPB9
        

        	
          12°43'.78S
        

        	
          38°54'.21W
        
      


      
        	
          WPB10
        

        	
          12°43'.88S
        

        	
          38°54'.41W
        
      


      
        	
          WPB11
        

        	
          12°43'.81S
        

        	
          38°54'.88W
        
      

    
  


  
    These two routes now come together and proceed up the narrower upper Cachoeira.
  


  
    

  


  
    Combined Route Upper Cachoeira

    
      
        	
          WPC1
        

        	
          12°43'.85S
        

        	
          38°55'.25W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC2
        

        	
          12°43'.83S
        

        	
          38°55'.42W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC3
        

        	
          12°43'.82S
        

        	
          38°55'.54W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC4
        

        	
          12°43'.78S
        

        	
          38°55'.64W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC5
        

        	
          12°43'.09S
        

        	
          38°55'.78W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC6
        

        	
          12°42'.66S
        

        	
          38°56'.17W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC7
        

        	
          12°42'.55S
        

        	
          38°56'.23W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC8
        

        	
          12°42'.38S
        

        	
          38°56'.24W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC9
        

        	
          12°42'.17S
        

        	
          38°56'.17W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC10
        

        	
          12°41'.68S
        

        	
          38°56'.29W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC11
        

        	
          12°41'.65S
        

        	
          38°56'.47W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC12
        

        	
          12°41'.22S
        

        	
          38°56'.29W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC13
        

        	
          12°40'.99S
        

        	
          38°56'.47W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC14
        

        	
          12°40'.49S
        

        	
          38°56'.52W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC15
        

        	
          12°40'.45S
        

        	
          38°56'.42W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC16
        

        	
          12°39'.84S
        

        	
          38°56'.43W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC17
        

        	
          12°39'.47S
        

        	
          38°56'.56W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC18
        

        	
          12°39'.29S
        

        	
          38°56'.76W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC19
        

        	
          12°38'.86S
        

        	
          38°57'.15W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC20
        

        	
          12°38'.54S
        

        	
          38°57'.25W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC21
        

        	
          12°38'.39S
        

        	
          38°57'.27W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC22
        

        	
          12°38'.10S
        

        	
          38°57'.26W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC23
        

        	
          12°37'.72S
        

        	
          38°57'.39W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC24
        

        	
          12°37'.12S
        

        	
          38°57'.43W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC25
        

        	
          12°36'.91S
        

        	
          38°57'.49W
        
      


      
        	
          WPC26
        

        	
          12°36'.42S
        

        	
          38°57'.82W
        
      

    
  


  
    

  


  Anchorages


  1. Convent de Santo Antonio de Paraguacu


  
    12°43'.88S   38°55'.03W
  


  
    This anchorage is off the ruins of the convent. The conspicuous chapel on the hill is now restored. Anchor near the landing jetty in 2.1m, or further W if you need more water. The buoyed channel leading N of Ilha das Carcas (route B) starts/ends here.
  


  
    [image: 16g restored chapel at convent de santo antonio]


    Restored chapel at Convent de Santo Antonio,


    [image: 16g landing jetty at convent de santo antonio]


    Landing jetty at Convent de Santo Antonio


    [image: 16g convent de santo antonio ruins]


    Convent de Santo Antonio ruins
  


  2. Naje


  
    12°43'.36S   38°55'.77W
  


  
    Naje is a village on the W bank of the upper Paraguacu with a few small shops. The Maragojipe-Cachoeira bus stops here. Anchor off the village in the middle of the river in 2.4m. Land on the slipway by the stone wall.
  


  
    [image: 16g landing at naje] [image: 16g shore at naje] [image: 16g naje 2] [image: 16g naje 1]


    Naje
  


  3. Cachoeira


  
    12°36'.42S   38°57'.82W
  


  
    Cachoeira, Portuguese for rapids, is the top end of navigation for the Rio Paraguacu. Just above the town the rapids start and a big dam has been built above them. The town has many old restored and unrestored colonial buildings. Across the river is the twin town of Sao Felix, the two joined by a rail/road/foot bridge.
  


  
    [image: 16g cachoeira from sao felix pan]


    Cachoeira from Sao Felix
  


  
    Anchor just past the sports ground at the E end of the town in 2.8m. Land at the small floating dock by the pier.
  


  
    [image: 16g cachoeira 1] [image: 16g landing at cachoeira][image: 16g cachoeira 2]


    Cachoiera
  


  
    [image: 16g fishermen on the upper paraguacu]


    Fishermen on the upper Paraguacu
  




  Upper Paraguacu << >> Rio Jaguaripe


  16f. Ilha de Itaparica


  Itaparica City


  Small town with marina and anchorage, popular cruising hangout



  
    12°53'.25S 38°41'.20W
  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 16h itaparica city chart]
  


  Charts


  
    Brazilian: 1110 BA: 540
  


  Tides


  
    HW springs 0400 & 1600 range 2.8m


    HW neaps 1000 & 2200 range 1.0m
  


  General information


  
    Itaparica city is a small town at the northern tip of Ilha Itaparica. Off its western shore is an excellent anchorage and a marina, making this the most popular place for cruisers to stay. It can get quite crowded at weekends when local boats arrive.
  


  Approach and entry


  
    Approaching from the SE keep outside the 10m line as you pass the NE shore of Ilha Itaparica and keep E of Coroa do Meriti, which has depths of less than 2m. Then leave the concrete beacon ‘F1’ to port and turn towards Pta de Itaparica. Off Pta de Itaparica is a navy degaussing range. This extends about 300m N and W from the pier. Passage through the range is not allowed, so leave all the structures and yellow buoys to port before heading down to the anchorage or marina.
  


  
    [image: 16h itaparica city pan]


    Itaparica city
  


  1.Anchorage


  
    12°53'.36S 38°41'.12W
  


  
    Anchor off the municipal pier, or further NW as space and draught allow. The options for landing are either to use one of the concrete ramps along the western shore, or at the marina, which makes a daily charge of R$10. Showers are available, pay at the office at the foot of the pier. This anchorage is well sheltered, except during a SW blow, when it can be a bit rough at HW.
  


  2.Marina


  
    12°53'.36’S 38°41'.05W
  


  
    Floating pontoons are attached to the S side of the municipal pier in a ‘U’ shape. Vessels of up to 70ft and 4.5m draught can be accommodated on the outside (W side) of the marina. There should be 2m (at low water) to get into the inside of the pontoons. Charges in 2013 were R$10 per day for a dinghy, R$1.10 per ft per day (monohulls) R$1.65 per ft per day (multihulls). Facilities include water, electricity and toilets. Showers also available at extra cost.
  


  
    [image: 16h marina at itaparica]


    Marina at Itaparica
  


  Facilities


  
    There is a good small market for fresh food in the square near the church. There is also a small supermarket, but its range is limited. On the road parallel to the front is a bakery, which also serves breakfast and snacks. More small shops can be found by walking a short way S down this road and also at the top of the hill.
  


  
    Right next to the marina in a small park, is the Fonte da Bica, a mineral water fountain. A multitude of taps supply this spring water, which tastes delicious, and many locals come here for their drinking water. The water supplied in the marina is municipal, safe to drink, but chlorinated.
  


  
    To get to a big supermarket, take one of the frequent minibuses to Bom Despacio, the car ferry port for Salvador, where there is a supermarket near the ferry terminal.
  


  
    Open Wifi in the anchorage from Amigo's restaurant (run by a South African couple). Internet access is available at Gringo's Bar, on the front near the church. There is also an Internet café 200m S of the Fonte da Bica and another in the town, on top of the hill.
  


  
    It is quite feasible to go into Salvador for the day. Either take a minibus to Bom Despacio for the car ferry, or take a minibus to Mar Grande, where the passenger ferry goes to the centre (next to CENAB marina). The minibuses start in the market square, but will stop for you by the Fonte da Bica.
  


  
    The sandbank to the W of the anchorage provides a good place for those that can dry out to do antifouling or repairs. The wall, just S of the marina, has traditionally been used to dry out alongside for antifouling etc. It has a depth of over 2m at spring tides. The wall belongs to the spring water bottling plant (now closed). Permission must be obtained from the caretaker. Ask at the large metal gates by the park.
  


  
    [image: 16h fishermen itaparica]


    Fishermen at Itaparica
  


  
    [image: 16h itaparica city 1] [image: 16h itaparica city 2] [image: 16h itaparica city church]


    Itaparica
  


  Canal de Itaparica


  
    [image: 16h itaparica channel chart]
  


  
    A deep channel separates the W coast of Ilha de Itaparica from the mainland. The N part is wide, but most of it is very shallow and although there are some buoys, they are quite spread out so care is needed not to stray outside the channel. As far down as the N tip of Ilha de Mataradiba there is a cable area down the channel and no anchoring is allowed. This includes the water off the islands of Saraiba and Cal, but this does not stop the locals anchoring off these two private islands.
  


  Anchorages


  1.Fonte de Tororo


  
    13°01'.2S 38°46'.9W
  


  
    About half way down the W coast of Ilha d Matarandiba is the Fonte de Tororo, a small grotto with a natural spring forming a waterfall into it. A small sand beach in front of it covers completely at HW. Anchor off the grotto in about 4m.
  


  
    The flow of water depends on recent rainfall, if you are lucky it will make a lovely cooling shower. This spot is popular at weekends so best to visit during the week.
  


  
    [image: 16h 'waterfall grotto' at high water]


    'Waterfall grotto' at high water
  


  
    South of Ilha de Matarandiba there are overhead power lines and a road bridge. The exact clearance under these is not known, but I have seen a yacht with a 15m mast go under both, with room to spare, at LW. The power lines are to the NE of the bridge and droop fairly low in the middle of the channel. Pass underneath them on the Itaparica side of the channel and then head back to the middle of the channel to pass underneath the bridge.
  


  
    [image: 16h bridge itaparica channel looking S,note power lines]


    Bridge over Itaparica channel looking S (note power lines)
  


  2. Catu



  
    13°06'.25S 38°47'.79W
  


  
    Off the village of Catu there is a pleasant quiet anchorage with a depth of 2.4m. This is a good place to stop if waiting for the tide to go up the Rio Jaguaripe.
  


  
    [image: 16h anchorage at catu]


    Anchorage at Catu
  




  Itaparica << >> Morro de Sao Paulo and Canal de Cairu


  16g. Rio Jaguaripe


  
    

  




  
    [image: 16k jaguaripe chart]
  


  
    Opposite the S tip of Ilha Itaparica the Rio Jaguaripe enters the Canal de Itaparica. Near high water it is possible to enter the river and sail the 7M up to the small town of Porto Jaguaripe, where there is a good anchorage. The following waypoints lead you from the Canal de Itaparica to the anchorage off the town. These waypoints were used in April 2009, but be aware that the sand banks can change position.
  


  Waypoints


  
    
      
        	

        	
          

        

        	

        	
          Depth at LW
        
      


      
        	
          WP1
        

        	
          13°06'.83S
        

        	
          38°48'.13W
        

        	
          6.0m
        
      


      
        	
          WP2
        

        	
          13°06'.88S
        

        	
          38°48'.15W
        

        	
          2.1m
        
      


      
        	
          WP3
        

        	
          13°06'.92S
        

        	
          38°48'.19W
        

        	
          1.2m
        
      


      
        	
          WP4
        

        	
          13°07'.72S
        

        	
          38°49'.10W
        

        	
          4.0m
        
      


      
        	
          WP5
        

        	
          13°06'.77S
        

        	
          38°51'.40W
        

        	
          5.0m
        
      


      
        	
          WP6
        

        	
          13°06'.37S
        

        	
          38°52'.76W
        

        	
          9.0m
        
      


      
        	
          WP7
        

        	
          13°06'.62S
        

        	
          38°53'.49W
        

        	
          6.0m
        
      

    
  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 16k porto jaguaripe pan]


    Porto Jaguaripe
  


  Porto Jaguaripe


  
    13°06'.62S 38°53'.49W
  


  
    Anchor in about 6m, mud. There is quite a bit of tidal current in the river. Land either at the ramp by the three storey building, or further E by the canoa moorings. The big stone building is the old customs house, built in 1697 and now beautifully restored and housing the municipal offices. This quiet little town has several shops selling provisions.
  


  
    [image: 16k anchorage at porto jaguaripe]


    Anchorage at Porto Jaguaripe


    [image: 16k nporto jaguaripe]


    Porto Jaguaripe


    [image: 16k p. jaguaripe looking to rio da dona]


    Porto Jaguaripe looking to Rio da Dona
  


  Anchorage near Pta de Garcia


  
    13°8'.09S 38°48'.96W
  


  
    This is a quiet anchorage off a sandy beach. If coming from Porto Jaguaripe retrace your steps to WP4 and then head towards the anchorage and anchor in 2.1m, or further W if you need more water. The water shoals to the E. To regain the Canal de Itaparica return to WP4 and then on to WP3 etc.
  


  
    [image: 16k beach near pta garcia, r]


    Beach near Pta de Garcia
  




  Rio Jaguaripe << >> Canal de Cairu


  17. Morro de Sao Paulo and Canal de Cairu


  Anchorages off attractive tourist resort and several quieter river anchorages



  
    Bahia State
  


  
    13°21'.57S 38°54'.90W
  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 17 morro sao paulo chart]
  


  Charts


  
    Brazilian: 1100
  


  
    BA: 3975 (approach only)
  


  Guide


  
    Roteiro Nautico do Littoral da Bahia (see Baia de Todos os Santos)
  


  Tides


  
    HW springs: 0300 & 1500 range 2.0m
  


  
    HW neaps 0900 & 2100 range 1.7m
  


  Light


  
    Morro de Sao Paulo light Fl(2)15s88m23M 13°22'.48S 38°54'.92W
  


  General


  
    Morro de Sao Paulo is a conspicuous headland at the northern tip of Ilha de Tinhare, 33M SW of Salvador. The once small village of Morro de Sao Paulo has now become a very popular holiday resort. The island is separated from the mainland by the Canal de Cairu, which gives sufficient depth to reach the small town of Cairu, 10M from Morro de Sao Paulo.
  


  Approach


  
    From Salvador or the N the approach is straightforward, keep outside the 10m line to avoid the extensive shallows off Ilha Itaparica.
  


  
    From the S keep outside the 20m line to clear all dangers. The Recifes Caitas extend offshore so do not be tempted to head in until due E of the lighthouse.
  


  Morro de Sao Paulo


  Anchorages on the west side.


  
    The most popular anchorage for yachts is outside the moorings, close W of the ferry jetty in about 9m. This is not a comfortable berth with the constant ferry traffic passing close by. Going further from the shore and anchoring in about 6m will find a more peaceful spot. Even if you have shallow draught do not be tempted to go inside the moorings, as there are many rocks.
  


  
    Another anchorage is off the 'Yacht Club' wooden jetty, a little further SW. It is deeper here at 12m, but the ferries are less of a problem.
  


  
    These anchorages are affected by the tide and with a fresh NE wind can cause veering about on the ebb.
  


  
    Landing ashore is usually at the ferry dock, either tie up on the N side near the shore, or land at the slipway on the S side. A young man offering to look after your dinghy may approach you, but his services should not be needed. It is also possible to land at the YC jetty and walk along the beach (difficult at HW) and take the steps up by Sutio Restaurant to a path leading into the village.
  


  Anchorages on the east side


  
    In settled weather with little swell there are two good anchorages off the E side of Morro de Sao Paulo
  


  
    Anchor off the first beach S of the headland (Primera Praia) in about 6m sand. There are often powerboats here during the daytime. If the water is flat enough to consider anchoring, then landing on the beach should present no problems.
  


  
    The other anchorage is off the tiny islet of Caita and provides more shelter from any swell. Anchor W of the islet in 4m.
  


  
    Further S are many small boat moorings off the beach. It is very shallow here with many rocks. It is however a good place to land in the dinghy.
  


  Facilities


  
    Tourists are required to pay a tax of R$6.50, on the ferry jetty but it seems only to be collected from ferry passengers.
  


  
    When visited in 2009 the Yacht Club was closed.
  


  
    There are a great many pousadas, bars and restaurants. Several small supermarkets, but with prices considerably higher than on the mainland. There is plenty of nightlife, particularly around the Secunda Praia.
  


  
    [image: 171 moro de sao paulo pan]


    Morro de Sao Paulo
  


  
    [image: 171 morro de sao paulo east side looking se web]


    Morro de Sao Paulo looking SE
  


  
    [image: 171 morro de sao paulo looking sw web]


    Morro de Sao Paulo looking SW
  


  
    [image: 171 gateway to morro de sao paulo web]


    Gateway to Morro de Sao Paulo
  


  Communications


  
    A fast catamaran service runs daily to Salvador; there is also a small airstrip with flights to Salvador. A frequent ferry service runs to the town of Valenca, 6M away.
  


  
    Telephone and Internet is available at several places in the village, but the Internet is expensive.
  


  Remarks


  
    A path by the ferry dock leads along the shore to the old fort and the rock pools beyond. Another path at the top of the steps up from the dock leads to the lighthouse and a couple of viewpoints nearby
  


  Morro de Sao Paulo << >> Camamu


  17a. Canal de Cairu



  
    [image: 17a canal de Cairu chart]
  


  Passage Directions


  
    From Morro de Sao Paulo keep in the deep water along the Tinhare shore, giving it a berth of about 400m to avoid the many coral heads inshore. When the jetty at Gamboa is abeam, head towards the W shore of Curral, passing the long sandy beach with palm trees. From there make a broad sweep to pass at least 200m N of the islands in the middle of the canal. As the canal turns S, keep to mid channel. The village of Galeao will be seen on the Tinhare shore and opposite is the Rio Una, which leads to the large town of Valenca. Continue in mid channel until the Rio Guarapua is passed, and then favour the Tinhare shore until Cairu is abeam. Then cross the channel to anchor off the village. It is possible to continue further S along the canal to the island of Boipeba, but the channel is shallow and tortuous.
  


  Gamboa 13°23'.64S 38°56'.36W



  
    This small village has many boats on mooring which take up nearly all the shallower water. The depth drops off quickly outside the moorings to 15-20m.
  


  Curral 13°22'.75S 38°57'.5W


  
    It is possible to anchor anywhere along the Curral shore. This lovely sandy beach with palm trees behind is a delightful, quiet spot. Anchor in 8-9m fairly close to the shore. Quite a strong tidal current is experienced here.
  


  
    [image: 17a curral pan]


    Curral
  


  Galeao 13°24'S 39°02'W


  
    This is another small village on Ilha Tinhare. Anchor in 5m off the village. Basic provisions available and it is possible to take the ferry or go by dinghy to Valenca. N of the village the conspicuous white church on the hill gives panoramic views of the surrounding area.
  


  
    [image: 17a galeao pan]

  


  
    [image: 17a galeao web]


    Galeao
  


  
    [image: 171 church on the hill at galeao web]


    Church on hill at Galeao
  


  
    [image: 17a boat repairs, galeao web]


    Boat repairs at Galeao
  


  Valenca 13°22'.27S 39°03'.92W


  
    This is the major town of the district on the Rio Una. The river has silted considerably in recent years and is only accessible to shoal draught boats. The channel is unmarked and very busy with continual ferries operating. It is best visited by ferry or by dinghy.
  


  Cairu 13°29'S 39°02'.5W


  
    Anchor off the village in 3m, mud. Facilities include a panadaria close to the jetty and a small supermarket a short way up the hill. There is a Bank of Brazil cash machine on the main road and there is a filling station selling petrol and diesel a short way along the riverfront.
  


  
    [image: 171 cairu pan]


    
      Cairu
    

  


  
    The Convent de Santo Antonio is in the process of a complete restoration, but guided tours are still available.

  


  
    [image: 17a restoration of convent]

  


  Canal de Cairu << >> Itacare


  18. Baia de Camamu and Rio Marau


  Several anchorages in rural and beautiful river



  
    Bahia State

  


  
    13°52'.17S 38°53'.62W

  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 18 camamu entrance chart copy]General

  


  Charts


  
    Brazilian 1100, 1131

  


  
    BA 3975 (approach only, no detail of this area)
  


  Guide



  
    Roteiro Nautico Do Litoral Da Bahia (see Baia de Todos os Santo)
  


  Tides


  
    HW springs 0600 & 1800 range 2.3m

  


  
    HW neaps 0100 & 1300 range 0.7m
  


  
    Camamu is a large bay with several rivers leading off it. Most of these are shallow and uncharted (including the one leading up to the town of Camamu). However the Rio Marau, which flows into the bay from the S, is wide and deep with easy access for yachts as far as the small town of Marau. Further S on the river lie the rapids of Tremembe. The whole area is well sheltered and fairly remote and an excellent place to get away from the crowds. At weekends this is a popular place for Salvador yachts to visit.
  


  
    

  


  
    Lights

  


  Ponta Muta light Fl.G.3s11m11M 13°52'.77S 38°56'.66W


  
    Morro de Taipos light Fl(3)15s76m23M 13°57'.37S 38°56'.47W
  


  
    Approach

  


  
    Approaching the entrance from the N or S is straightforward and safe if you keep outside the 20m line. If coming from the S be aware that close E of Punta Muta lies a shoal with a depth of 5-8m. In settled weather this should present no problem but the area can break with heavy onshore winds, in which case head for the entrance waypoint further N where depths are 9-10m.
  


  Entrance



  
    The entrance is no longer buoyed.
  


  
    From WP1 follow the track to WP2, 3 and 4. These pass between shoals and rocks so take care to keep to the track. WP4 is in the mouth of the Rio Marau, off the village of Campino and from this point on the river is fairly wide and navigation straightforward.
  


  Waypoints


  
    
      
        	
          WP1
        

        	
          13°51'.168S
        

        	
          38° 53'.624W
        
      


      
        	
          WP2
        

        	
          13°52'.735S
        

        	
          38° 57'.911W
        
      


      
        	
          WP3
        

        	
          13°53'.348S
        

        	
          38° 58'.904W
        
      


      
        	
          WP4
        

        	
          13°54'.398S
        

        	
          38° 59'.508W
        
      

    
  


  Anchorages



  
    Once in the bay and Rio Marau it is possible to anchor almost anywhere. Below are notes on the best and most popular anchorages. The Town of Camamu (the largest in the area) is best visited by ferry, as the channel leading up to it is shallow and tortuous.
  


  Barra Grande 13°53'.1S 38°57'.3W



  
    Barra Grande is a large shallow bay just inside the entrance to Baia de Camamu.
  


  
    The approach is made along the WP track to enter the bay. When close E of WP2 Barra Grande lies to the S. The jetty on the beach should be clearly visible. When it is abeam to the SSE turn towards it and head into the bay along this line until a depth of 3m is reached and anchor there. This may appear to be a long way offshore but the depths are less than 2m closer to the jetty. The anchorage is in sand with good holding. The bay is sheltered from the NE to the S with hardly any swell entering the bay.
  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 18 barra_grande_pousada]


    Barra Grande Pousada
  


  
    Ashore is a developing low-key tourist area with pousadas, restaurants and a few small shops supplying basic provisions. Petrol and diesel is available from the garage to the north of the village (see the map by the base of the jetty).
  


  
    A small ferry leaves early each morning to the town of Camamu.
  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 18 barra_grande_map] Barra Grande map
  


  Campinho 13°54'.8S 38° 59'.4W



  
    Anchor S of the large concrete jetty. Ashore is a small village with a few pousadas, but no provisions available. An early morning ferry to Camamu leaves from the small jetty NE of the large concrete one. This anchorage was not visited.
  


  Isla do Goio 13°56'.0S 38°59'.5W


  Although this anchorage was not visited 'Speedwell of Hong Kong', a reliable source, gave the following information:


  
    [image: 18 goio chart]
  


  
    Approach the channel between I. Goio and I. Campinho along the following waypoints:
  


  Waypoints


  
    
      
        	
          Goio1
        

        	
          13°55'.96S
        

        	
          38°59'.86W
        
      


      
        	
          Goio2
        

        	
          13°55'.94S
        

        	
          38°59'.72W
        
      


      
        	
          Goio3
        

        	
          13°55'.83S
        

        	
          38°59'.56W
        
      

    
  


  
    

  


  
    At waypoint Goio3 turn S into the channel.

  


  
    The anchorage off the jetty can get crowded at weekends and a quieter berth can be found further S. Anchor in 5m with good holding in sand and mud. The channel is very sheltered, but can be a little uncomfortable with strong wind against tide.
  


  
    [image: 18 Ilha_goio(s.carter)] [image: 17 looking_north_from_I_goio_(s.carter)]


    Ilhas Goio (S. Carter)
  


  
    There are no shops but several bars and restaurants. A daily ferry to Camamu leaves at about 0530 from the jetty, but will pick you up if you wave.
  


  
    On Islas Goio there is a good fresh water hole. The water in the channel is nice and clean for swimming and there are good sand beaches for drying out.
  


  
    A very relaxed, quiet and friendly place.
  


  Ilhas Tubaroes, Tatus and Germana 14°00'.5S 38°59'.78W



  
    [image: 18 camamu chart 2]
  


  
    

  


  
    These three small islands lie on the E side of the river about 4M S of Ilha Goio. The main river channel lies close W of the islands and is very deep but there are small areas for anchoring north of I. Tatus and north of I. Germana. Both these anchorages are in depths of 3-5m and depths drop off steeply to the W of them. It is also possible to anchor in the channel between I. Tubaroes and I. Germana but this can be uncomfortable with strong SE winds.
  


  
    [image: 18 i._Tubaroes_(s.carter)400]


    Ilhas Tubaroes
  


  
    [image: 18 I._tubaroes_path_to_waterhole_(s.carter)] [image: 18 I._Tubaroes_waterhole_(s.carter)] Ilhas Tubaroes path and water hole (Photos S.Carter)
  


  
    There are no facilities here, but on I. Tubaroes there is a fresh water well/water hole. This well is easily accessible from the middle small beach on the channel between Tubaroes and Tatus; a short path between the trees takes you there. It is best to go near high water to beach your dinghy on sand, as there is a fair bit of sticky mud at low water. The water is apparently good to drink,
  


  Barcellos 14°01'.98S 39°00'.05W



  
    This anchorage was not visited; 'Speedwell of Hong Kong' supplied the following information.
  


  
    Barcellos is a small village on a hill above a shallow creek. Anchor outside the drying bar across the mouth of the creek in about 4m, good shelter from the SW, but exposed to the E. Row up the creek to land near the village, which has several small grocery shops.
  


  
    [image: 18 barcelos_anchorage_(s.carter)]


    Barcellos anchorage (Photo S. Carter)
  


  
    [image: 18 barcelos_creek(s.carter)] [image: 18 barcelos_do_sul(s.carter)]


    Barcellos (Photo S.Carter)
  


  Upper Rio Marau



  
    A short way S of Barcellos the river is uncharted, but using the following waypoints leads you in deep water to the small town of Marau.
  


  Waypoints


  
    
      
        	
          Mar1
        

        	
          14°2'.600S
        

        	
          38°58'.948W
        
      


      
        	
          Mar2
        

        	
          14°4'.091S
        

        	
          38°58'.857W
        
      


      
        	
          Mar3
        

        	
          14°4'.357S
        

        	
          38°58'.935W
        
      


      
        	
          Mar4
        

        	
          14°4'.766S
        

        	
          38°59'.328W
        
      


      
        	
          Mar5
        

        	
          14°5'.000S
        

        	
          38°59'.907W
        
      


      
        	
          Mar6
        

        	
          14°5'.000S
        

        	
          39°00'.215W
        
      


      
        	
          Mar7
        

        	
          14°5'.327S
        

        	
          39°00'.441W
        
      


      
        	
          Mar8
        

        	
          14°5'.634S
        

        	
          39°00'.659W
        
      


      
        	
          Mar9
        

        	
          14°5'.954S
        

        	
          39°1'.075W (anchorage off Marau)
        
      

    
  


  [image: 17 maru to trem chart]


  Anchorage off creek near Mar2 and Mar3 14°4'.229S 38°58'.6W



  
    Between waypoints Mar2 and Mar3 a creek opens out SE of the track. N of the creek entrance is a quiet secluded anchorage. Anchor in about 6m, mud. Very good shelter from the E and S.
  


  
    A short way into the creek is a small wooden jetty and house on the S bank. A little further on, another creek enters from the N. Here there is a landing and a path through the mangroves, which leads to the highway, and further E the Atlantic coast.
  


  
    No facilities.
  


  Marau 14°6'S 39°1'W



  
    Marau is a small town on the S bank of the river.
  


  
    Anchor off the town in about 8m. Good shelter from the E and S, but exposed to the W.
  


  
    Several small supermarkets and shops.
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    Marau anchorage
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    Marau
  


  Cachoeira de Tremembe 14°8'.70S 39°05'.50W



  
    About 6M further up the river from Marau are the Tremembe rapids. These are well worth a visit and can be approached by a yacht using the following waypoints:
  


  Waypoints


  
    
      
        	
          Trem1
        

        	
          14°06'.162S
        

        	
          39°02'.025W
        
      


      
        	
          Trem2
        

        	
          14°06'.426S
        

        	
          39°02'.580W
        
      


      
        	
          Trem3
        

        	
          14°06'.561S
        

        	
          39°02'.870W
        
      


      
        	
          Trem4
        

        	
          14°06'.484S
        

        	
          39°03'.143W
        
      


      
        	
          Trem5
        

        	
          14°06'.330S
        

        	
          39°03'.424W
        
      


      
        	
          Trem6
        

        	
          14°06'.303S
        

        	
          39°03'.581W
        
      


      
        	
          Trem7
        

        	
          14°07'.022S
        

        	
          39°04'.201W
        
      


      
        	
          Trem8
        

        	
          14°07'.648S
        

        	
          39°04'.631W
        
      


      
        	
          Trem9
        

        	
          14°08'.170S
        

        	
          39°04'.748W
        
      


      
        	
          Trem10
        

        	
          14°08'.406S
        

        	
          39°04'.739W
        
      


      
        	
          Anchorage
        

        	
          14°08'.701S
        

        	
          39°04'.645W
        
      

    
  


  
    

  


  
    Note that the least depth found, near Trem 8, was 2m (at LW) so it would be prudent to take this route at half tide or more.

  


  
    Anchor in about 4m. This is a very secluded peaceful place with no habitations in sight.
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    Tremembe anchorage
  


  
    To get to the rapids take your dinghy up the creek leading W. On the S bank, at the foot of the rapids, is a wooden jetty belonging to the bar/restaurant. This is the easiest landing and a boy may well offer to guide you to see the rapids. Otherwise land on the N shore and scramble up the bank to find a footpath that leads alongside the rapids.
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    Landing stage at foot of Tremembe rapids
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    Tremembe rapids
  


  
    

  


  
    No facilities except the restaurant by the rapids.
  


  Camamu << >> Ilheus


  19. Itacare


  Anchorage off small tourist town with difficult entrance


  
    Bahia State
  


  
    14°16'.19S 38°59'.00W
  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 19 itacare chart]
  


  Charts


  
    Brazilian 1200 (small scale, approach only)

  


  
    BA 3975 (small scale, approach only)
  


  Guide


  
    Roteiro Nautico Do Litoral Da Bahia (see Baia de Todos os Santo)
  


  Tides


  
    HW springs 0300 & 1500 range 2.0m
  


  
    HW neaps 0900 & 2100 range 0.6m
  


  
    Lights

  


  
    Ilha de Contas light

  


  
    Fl.10s20m15M 14°16'.35S 38°59'.20W
  


  
    General information

  


  
    Itacare is a pleasant small town at the mouth of the Rio Contas. Tourism has become increasingly important with many pousadas and restaurants opening in recent years.
  


  Approach and entrance


  
    The entrance to the Rio Contas is tricky as it is shallow and it's course is subject to change. Treat this entrance with caution and do not attempt in rough conditions. It is prudent to enter and leave the river from half flood to high water. The ebb runs very strongly with overfalls on the bar.
  


  
    Approaching from the N or S is straightforward if you keep outside the 20m line. When E of waypoint ita1 head towards it and follow the waypoints in.
  


  Waypoints


  
    
      
        	
          ita1
        

        	
          14°16'.188S
        

        	
          38°59'.009W
        
      


      
        	
          ita2
        

        	
          14°16'.272S
        

        	
          38°59'.236W
        
      


      
        	
          ita3
        

        	
          14°16'.351S
        

        	
          38°59'.270W
        
      


      
        	
          ita4
        

        	
          14°16'.433S
        

        	
          38°59'.477W
        
      

    
  


  
    

  


  
    This route passes fairly close N of Ilha de Contas, upon which is the conspic. white light tower, Farol de Itacare. When visited in 2009 the least depth was 2m, at ita2.
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    Farol de Itacare on Ilha de Contas
  


  Anchorages


  
    If waiting for the tide, an anchorage can be found SE of Ilha de Contas in 5m.
  


  
    Once past the rocky headland S of ita4 there is a small pool to anchor in, W of the rocky headland and S of the sand spit, Ponta Trombinha.
  


  
    Another anchorage can be found ENE of the beacon (see sketch chart) in 3m.
  


  
    The current runs strongly in the river, particularly on the ebb.
  


  
    Take care as depths in the river do change.
  


  
    While it is possible to land on the town beach at HW, there is much mud as the tide recedes. The best place to land seems to be either side of the headland with the beacon.
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    Moorings and anchorage off Itacare
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    Itacare town beach
  


  Formalities


  
    No formalities
  


  Facilities


  
    All the usual facilities of a small town. At the E end of the town beach is a filling station selling petrol, diesel and alcohol. Several small supermarkets and panadaria in town. When visited there was a lively market on Sunday morning (and probably Saturday as well) situated in an open ground at the back of town (see sketch chart).
  


  
    E of town is the Pituba area with all tourist facilities along a long road. Here you will find restaurants, bars, pousadas, Internet and tourist shops. Praia de Cancha is the most popular beach, lined with bars, restaurants and pousadas.
  


  
    [image: 19 praia de cancha]


    Praia de Cancha beach
  


  
    To find less commercial beaches head south along the road leading out of Pituba.
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    Sunday market at Itacare
  


  Itacare << >> Baia Cabralia


  20. Ilheus


  Anchorage off small city and port of entry



  
    Bahia State
  


  
    14°46'.5S 39°02'W
  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 20 ilheus_chart]
  


  Charts


  
    Brazilian 1201, 1210,1200 (approach only)

  


  
    BA 551 (plan inset), 3975 (approach only)
  


  Guide


  
    Roteiro Nautico Do Litoral Da Bahia (see Baia de Todos os Santo)
  


  Tides


  
    HW springs 0400 and 1600 range 2.3m
  


  
    HW neaps 1000 and 2200 range 0.7m
  


  Light


  
    Morro Pernambuco Light
  


  
    Fl.10s35m23M 14°48'.3S 39°01'.54W
  


  General information


  
    Ilheus is an old colonial town and was a major exporter of cocoa. Cocoa has lost its importance and tourism is becoming increasingly significant. The original port was in the Rio Cachoeira, off the town, but the harbour is now situated behind a breakwater to the N of the city. The usual yacht anchorage is off the yacht club, close W of the harbour.
  


  Approach


  
    The only danger when approaching the harbour is a line of islets and reefs lying half a mile E of the harbour and town and extending nearly as far S as Morro Pernambuco.
  


  
    This is not a problem if approaching from the N, as the northernmost islet, Ilheu Grande, is conspicuous, with a light on top and to the E of the harbour entrance.
  


  
    From the S more care is needed. The simplest approach is to stay outside the 20m line until the N end of the breakwater bears S of W (latitude 14°46'S) before heading W into the harbour. There is, however, plenty of water in the channel (between the islets and reefs and the mainland) and the passage is straightforward with careful pilotage and a large scale chart.
  


  Anchorage


  
    [image: 20 ilheus_anchorage_and_yacht_club_pan]


    Ilheus anchorage and yacht club
  


  
    Anchor off the Iate Clube de Ilheus, close W of the harbour breakwater.
  


  
    Anchor in 3-4m outside a few boats on moorings. Good shelter from all but the N (strong winds from this direction are rare) with the breakwater keeping the swell down.
  


  
    When visited, the yacht club had a one-off charge of R$30, regardless of the length of stay.
  


  
    If using the club facilities, land at the floating pontoon by the club.
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    Ilheus yacht club and floating pontoon
  


  
    If not using the club facilities, land at the 'Gello' factory, E of the yacht club, where the fishermen go ashore, or on the beach, W of the club and naval establishment.
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    'Gello' factory
  


  Formalities


  
    The Port Captain's office is very close to the yacht club. On leaving the club turn R and the office is about 100m on the L.
  


  
    The Receita Federal office is in the docks area, turn L on leaving the club and the dock entrance is about 100m along the road.
  


  
    The Policia Federal office is a long way out of town. The best way to get there is to take a bus from the central bus station (at the S side of the city centre, close to the river - see sketch chart) going to the Rodovaria (the inter city bus station). Get off at the Rodovaria and take the road just before the terminal that turns R off the main road. The Policia Federal is about 100m on the left.
  


  
    [image: 20 Cathederal_de_Sao_Sebastiao]


    Cathedral de Sao Sebastiao
  


  Facilities


  
    The yacht club provides fresh water, cold showers, swimming pool and a bar/restaurant. In 2009 the yacht club had a standard charge of R$30 for visitors (regardless of the length of stay).
  


  
    

  


  
    
      Ilheus Iate Clube
    


    
      Rua Rotary - Cidade Nova - lheus/BA
    


    
      Tel. (73) 3634-3650 /3560 fax (73) 3634-3650
    


    
      e-mail ilheusiateclube@uol.com.br
    


    
      

    

  


  
    The Gello factory can supply diesel, but the jetty is very rickety and it would be best to anchor off, take a line ashore and then haul the diesel hose out (this is what the local fishing boats do). Unless you require a considerable quantity it may be easier to get it in jerry cans from the Shell station. The Shell garage is across the road from the beach W of the yacht club.
  


  
    The nearest supermarket is the Itao Hyper. To get there turn R outside the yacht club and then turn L at the shell station. Itao is about 200m along this road on your L.
  


  
    The town centre is about 1.5km S of the yacht club with all the facilities of a small city.
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    Rio Cachoeira
  


  Communications


  
    Internal travel by bus and aeroplane.
  


  Ilheus << >> Porto Seguro


  21. Baia Cabralia


  Attractive small bay with sheltered anchorages



  
    Bahia State
  


  
    16°17’S 39°00’W
  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 21 baia calabria chart 2]

  


  Charts



  
    Brazilian 1300

  


  
    BA 3974
  


  Guide


  
    Roteiro Nautico Do Litoral Da Bahia (see Baia de Todos os Santo)
  


  
    

  


  Tides


  
    HW springs 0800 & 2030 range 1.85m
  


  
    HW neaps 0300 & 1530 range 1.30m
  


  General information


  
    A bay 90M south of Ilheus and 10M north of Porto Seguro. In the centre of the bay lies the small town of Santa Cruz Cabralia with its prominent church on the hill. At the S end of the bay lies Pta da Coroa Vermelha where Pedro Cabral made the first Portuguese landing in Brazil in 1500. To the N the Rio Joao de Tiba enters the bay at the village of Santo Andre.
  


  Approach


  
    From the N keeping outside the 20m line clears all dangers. Identify the conspicuous church on the hill above the town of Santa Cruz Cabralia (in the middle of the bay) and when it bears 288°, head in on this bearing until about 7m.
  


  
    [image: 21 church at Santa cruz cabralia]


    Church at Santa Cruz Cabralia
  


  
    From the S keep outside the 20m line to clear the numerous reefs until the church bears 288° and proceed in on this bearing.
  


  
    If going between Porto Seguro and Baia Cabralia it is possible to go inside Recife de Fara and the conspicuous wreck on Baxio de Lesnordeste. This route is completely dependent on good light conditions and is ‘eyeball’ navigation all the way – great care is needed.
  


  Anchorages


  1. Pta. de Coroa Vermelha 16°19'.7S 39°00'.4W


  
    [image: 21 caroa vermelha chart]
  


  
    This anchorage is well tucked in behind the Recife da Coroa Vermelha, which gives good shelter from the SE quadrant. From a position off the church of Santa Cruz in about 7m head S to the anchorage. Anchor in 2.5-3m between reefs Bara Mutari and Coroa Vermelha, (take care to avoid the rocks close W of Bara Mutari), and N of the small boats on moorings.
  


  
    [image: 21 coroa vermelha pan]


    Coroa Vermelha
  


  
    Land on the beach by the monument to Pedro Cabral’s visit.
  


  
    The small town of Coroa Vermelha has a large supermarket on the main road along with several other shops and a petrol station at the N end of town. Nearby is a Pataxo Indian reserve with many craft stands close by the monument and the Museu do India.
  


  
    An hourly bus service runs between Porto Seguro and Santo Cruz Cabralia, which stops at Coroa Vermelha. If keen to visit Porto Seguro, anchoring here and taking the bus would make a lot of sense.
  


  
    There are no formalities here.
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    Cabral monument and beach at Coroa Vermelha
  


  2. North part of the Bay 16°13'.3S 38°58'.9W


  
    This anchorage lies between the Recife Coroa Alta and the shore. The reef provides good shelter at LW but it can be a little rolly near HW, not as comfortable as the anchorage off Coroa Vermelha, but much more secluded off a deserted beach.
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    Northern Baia Cabralia
  


  
    From the position off the church at Santa Cruz, head N until a depth of 5m is reached off the reef edging the Rio Joao de Tiba. Continue following the shore N until past the rocky outcrop with mangroves dividing the two beaches. Anchor in 2.5-3m, sand. This anchorage is just outside the restricted zone around the reefs.
  


  
    No facilities
  


  3. Santo Andre 16°15'.1S 39°00'.9W


  
    [image: 21 santo andre chart]
  


  
    The village of Santo Andre lies just inside the mouth of the Rio Joao de Tiba.
  


  
    From the position off the church at Santa Cruz head N until a depth of 5m is reached off the reef edging the Rio Joao de Tiba and continue until the N end of the reef is abeam, then head for waypoint sa1 and follow the waypoints into the river. Waypoint sa6 is on the sand bar that lies across the river mouth with a depth of 0.5m when visited. It would be prudent to enter the river near HW on a rising tide. Once past the bar, the depth increases to over 2m, the deepest water being found close to E shore. Anchor in about 2.5m. Note that the position and depth of the bar is likely to change with time, so enter with caution.
  


  Waypoints


  
    
      
        	
          sa1
        

        	
          16°14'.558S
        

        	
          39°00'.289W
        
      


      
        	
          sa2
        

        	
          16°14'.558S
        

        	
          39°00'.425W
        
      


      
        	
          sa3
        

        	
          16°14'.597S
        

        	
          39°00'.470W
        
      


      
        	
          sa4
        

        	
          16°14'.719S
        

        	
          39°00'.475W
        
      


      
        	
          sa5
        

        	
          16°14'.818S
        

        	
          39°00'.534W
        
      


      
        	
          sa6
        

        	
          16°14'.945S
        

        	
          39°00'.588W
        
      


      
        	
          anchor
        

        	
          16°15'.079S
        

        	
          39°00'.836W
        
      

    
  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 21 santo andre pan looking north to the entrance]


    Santo Andre looking North towards entrance
  


  
    Ashore there are a few pousadas and restaurants, but no shops. 2.5km S of the village is a ferry across the river to Santa Cruz Cabralia where there are several small supermarkets.
  


  
    [image: 21 santo andre pousada]


    Pousada at Santo Andre
  


  
    It is possible to continue up the river to Santa Cruz Cabralia, tourist catamarans and fishing boats regularly travel up and down.
  


  
    [image: 21 tourist catamaran Santo Andre]


    Tourist catamaran
  


  
    

  


  Baia Cabralia << >> Canal dos Itacolomis


  22. Porto Seguro


  Major tourist town with difficult entrance, tiny marina and drying anchorage





  
    Bahia State
  


  
    16°26’S 39°03’W
  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 22 porto_seguro_general chart]
  


  Charts


  
    Brazilian 1200, 1205


    BA 3974
  


  Guide


  
    Roteiro Nautico Do Litoral Da Bahia (see Baia de Todos os Santo)
  


  Tides


  
    HW springs 0800 & 2000 range 2.0m


    HW neaps 0200 & 1430 range 1.0m
  


  Lights


  
    Porto Seguro light

  


  
    Al.Fl.WWR30s57m28/21M 16°26'.16S 39°03'.84W
  


  
    General information

  


  
    Porto Seguro is one of Brazil's most popular tourist towns with many pousadas, bars and restaurants. It has a lively carnival and if you want crowds and music this is the place to be at any time of the year.
  


  
    Porto Seguro is at the mouth of the Rio Buranhem and a long drying reef in front of the town separates the river from the sea. The entrance is shallow and tortuous. Once inside there is a tiny marina, but no room to anchor unless able to dry out. An easier option for a visit is to anchor at Coroa Vermelha and take a bus into Porto Seguro.
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    Porto Seguro
  


  Approach


  
    Approaching from N or S keep outside the 20m line, which takes you clear of all dangers. Identify the lighthouse on the top of the cliff close N of a church, about 0.25M N of the town. When this bears 280° head in on this bearing, which leads to waypoint sp1. Porto Seguro should only be entered near HW.
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    Lighthouse and church at Porto Seguro
  


  Waypoints:


  
    
      
        	

        	

        	

        	
          depth (at LW)
        
      


      
        	
          sp1
        

        	
          16°26'.311S
        

        	
          39°3'.300’W
        

        	
          4.4m
        
      


      
        	
          sp2
        

        	
          16°26'.296S
        

        	
          39°3'.395W
        

        	
          3.9m
        
      


      
        	
          sp3
        

        	
          16°26'.396S
        

        	
          39°3'.485W
        

        	
          1.9m
        
      


      
        	
          sp4
        

        	
          16°26'.543S
        

        	
          39°3'.571W
        

        	
          1.6m
        
      


      
        	
          sp5
        

        	
          16°26'.634S
        

        	
          39°3'.589W
        

        	
          2.0m
        
      


      
        	
          sp6
        

        	
          16°26'.764S
        

        	
          39°3'.634W
        

        	
          1.6m
        
      


      
        	
          sp7
        

        	
          16°26'.963S
        

        	
          39°3'.522W
        

        	
          0.7m
        
      


      
        	
          sp8
        

        	
          16°27'.166S
        

        	
          39°3'.571W
        

        	
          1.8m
        
      


      
        	
          sp9
        

        	
          16°27'.305S
        

        	
          39°3'.621W
        

        	
          0.4m
        
      


      
        	
          sp10
        

        	
          16°27'.448S
        

        	
          39°3'.707W
        

        	
          1.0m
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    If waiting for the tide it may be possible to anchor between waypoints sp2 and sp3, depending on the local conditions at the time
  


  
    [image: 22 entrance_to_porto_seguro]


    Entrance to Porto Seguro
  


  Anchorage


  
    Unless able to take the ground there is no room to anchor in the river. Any deep water out of the channel is taken up with moorings for local craft, most of which are the many tourist Saveiros. There may be room to anchor past the ferry, in the area marked ‘very shallow’ on the sketch chart, provided you are prepared to dry out. To get ashore it might be best to leave your dinghy on the E bank and catch the ferry over to the town, otherwise there is a landing in the town near the hotel ferry dock.
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    Marina and Ferry
  


  Marina at Hotel Quinta do Porto (close to WP sp10)


  
    This hotel on the opposite bank to the town has a small marina dock with room for about 6 yachts. Berthing is bow/stern to the dock. It is reported to have a depth of 3m. If intending to use this marina it would be prudent to call ahead and reserve a place.
  


  
    
      Hotel Quinta do Porto Ponta do Apaga Fogo,


      1-Arraial D’Ajuda – Porto Seguro / BA


      tel. (73) 3575-1022 -2226 (fax)


      e-mail pesoa@quintadoporto.com.br
    

  


  Facilities


  
    All the usual facilities of a reasonable sized tourist town
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    Passada de Alcool
  


  Formalities


  
    There is a Port Captain's office in the town located a little up river of the ferry dock.
  


  Porto Seguro << >> Cumuruxatiba


  23. Canal dos Itacolomis


  Difficult reef passage and semi-sheltered anchorage



  
    
      Bahia State
    


    
      16°53'S 39°05'.6W
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  Charts



  
    Brazilian 1200

  


  
    BA 3974
  


  Light


  
    Ponta Corumbau Lt. Fl.10s15m10M 16°53'.75S 39°06'.83W
  


  Guide


  
    Roteiro Nautico Do Litoral Da Bahia (see Baia de Todos os Santo)
  


  Tides


  
    HW springs 0800 & 2000 range 2.0m
  


  
    HW neaps 0200 & 1430 range 1.0m
  


  General information


  
    Canal dos Itacolomis provides a shortcut inside the Recifes Itacolomis and E of Ponta Corumbau. This should only be attempted in good light conditions and requires skill in 'eyeball' navigation. A good anchorage can be found off the beach W of Ponta Corumbau.
  


  Passage South


  
    The canal is entered about 1M E of Ponta Corumbau at waypoint it1. The canal is wide and deep with soundings generally over 10m. However there are several large coral patches, which have to be avoided. The water is fairly clear and there should be no problem spotting the coral in good light conditions and, ideally, from aloft. Once past the coral patches the general course is 165°, leading between the Recifes Itacolomis and the Recifes Taua. The end of the passage is reached at waypoint it2.
  


  Waypoints


  
    
      
        	
          it1
        

        	
          16°52'.925S
        

        	
          39°05'.600W
        
      


      
        	
          it2
        

        	
          16°57'.344S
        

        	
          39°04'.716W
        
      

    
  


  Passage North


  
    Head for waypoint it2, keeping clear of Recifes Patachos and Taua. From it2 head in a general direction of 345°, leading between Recifes Itacolomis and Taua. The first part of the passage is clear of coral patches but as Ponta Corumbau is approached, careful 'eyeball' navigation is required to avoid the large coral patches as you head towards waypoint it1, which marks the end of the Canal Itacolomis. Soundings in the channel are generally over 10m.
  


  Anchorage


  
    Once in the channel it is possible to anchor in the lee of any coral patches or the main reef itself. Depths may well be 12-15m.
  


  Ponta Corumbau 16°52'.392S 39°07'.783W


  
    An anchorage off the beach can be found about 1.65M NW of the light. Anchor in about 5m. Well sheltered from the NW through S to ESE. It is open to the NE, but tenable in moderate winds. Swell permitting it is possible to land on the deserted beach. Close to the lighthouse at Ponta Corumbau there is a small settlement where some basic provisions may be obtained, but this was not visited. This is a useful overnight anchorage close to the Canal Itacolomis.
  


  
    [image: 23 praia corumbau]


    Praia Corumbau

  


  Canal dos Itacolomis << >> Caravelas


  24. Cumuruxatiba


  Reef protected anchorage off small village



  
    Bahia State
  


  
    17°06’S 39°10'.05W
  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 18 cumuruxatiba_chart]
  


  Charts


  
    Brazilian 1200
BA 3974
  


  Light


  
    Fl(3)10s6m7M
  


  Guide


  
    Roteiro Nautico Do Litoral Da Bahia (see Baia de Todos os Santo)
  


  Tides


  
    HW springs 0600 & 1800 range 2.55m
HW neaps 0100 & 1300 range 1.00m
  


  General information


  
    A well-sheltered anchorage entered through a break in a line of offshore reefs, with a village ashore.
  


  Approach


  
    From offshore, Cumuruxatiba can be found at the N end of a long line of red cliffs.
  


  
    From the N keep clear of the Recifes Itacolomis (unless transiting the Canal Itacolomis) and head towards waypoint cum1, off the break in the reef.
  


  
    From the S there are no dangers once N of the Abrolhos and Recifes das Timbebas
  


  
    [image: 18 cumuruxatiba_pan]


    Cumuruxatiba
  


  Entry


  
    From waypoint cum1 head to waypoint cum2, which lies in the channel through the reef and is abeam the light beacon. Note that the light is set a few metres in from the end of the reef. From cum2 head for the anchorage.
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    Light beacon at the entrance to Cumuruxatiba
  


  Waypoints


  
    
      
        	

        	

        	

        	
          Depth at LW
        
      


      
        	
          cum1
        

        	
          17°06'.083N
        

        	
          39°09'.687W
        

        	
          8.8m
        
      


      
        	
          cum2
        

        	
          17°06'.051N
        

        	
          39°10'.067W
        

        	
          5.8m
        
      

    
  


  Anchorage 17°05'.989N 39°10'.494W


  
    Anchor in about 2.3m, sand and mud, N of the remains of a ruined wooden jetty. This anchorage is well sheltered from all directions but there may be some swell at HW. Land on the beach, where a road along the shoreline leads to the village.

  


  Facilities


  
    The village has several small shops, pousadas, bars and an Internet shop.
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    Cumuruxatiba
  




  Cumuruxatiba << >> Arquipelago dos Abrolhos


  25. Caravelas


  River anchorage off small town



  
    Bahia State
  


  
    17°44’S 39°16’ W
  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 19 caravelas_chart]
  


  Charts


  
    Brazilian 1310,1312


    BA 3973
  


  Guide


  
    Roteiro Nautico Do Litoral Da Bahia (see Baia de Todos os Santo)
  


  Tides


  
    HW springs 0600 & 1800 range 2.6m


    HW neaps 0100 & 1300 range 1.0m
  


  General information


  
    Caravelas is a small town on the Rio Caravelas. The entrance is a dredged, buoyed and lit channel making it easy to access.
  


  Approach


  
    While the entrance to the channel is easy, the approach is not. A line of reefs extends N and S of the entrance some way offshore. A detailed chart of these reefs is essential for a safe approach.
  


  
    From the N the easiest approach is down the Abrolhos channel. Then pass S of the Parcel das Paredes and the shoals off it, and N of the Banco Popa Verde and E of the Recifes Sebastiao Gomes. This is also the route to take if approaching from the Abrolhos Islands.
  


  
    From the S pass W of the Recifes de Vicosa.
  


  Entrance


  
    Once clear of the reefs head for waypoint c1, which is near the start of the channel into the Rio Caravelas. The channel leads between Ilha de Cassumba and Ilha Pontal do Sul. It is dredged, buoyed and lit with a least depth of over 3m. Range lights lead along the channel on a course of 344°. Be aware that large timber barges use this channel.
  


  
    At waypoint c6 turn W into the river, towards Caravelas. On the N bank of the river will be seen the timber terminal. Here large barges are filled with timber to be taken to the cellulose plant at Barra do Riacho, 125M south (see Barra do Riacho).
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    Timber terminal at Caravelas
  


  Waypoints


  
    
      
        	

        	

        	

        	
          Depth at LW
        
      


      
        	
          c1
        

        	
          17°48'.710S
        

        	
          39°11'.049W
        

        	
          5.8m
        
      


      
        	
          c2
        

        	
          17°48'.316S
        

        	
          39°11'.237W
        

        	
          5.5m
        
      


      
        	
          c3
        

        	
          17°47'.671S
        

        	
          39°11'.426W
        

        	
          4.5m
        
      


      
        	
          c4
        

        	
          17°46'.987S
        

        	
          39°11'.614W
        

        	
          5.9m
        
      


      
        	
          c5
        

        	
          17°46'.158S
        

        	
          39°11'.870W
        

        	
          7.1m
        
      


      
        	
          c6
        

        	
          17°45'.384S
        

        	
          39°12'.180W
        

        	
          12.6m
        
      


      
        	
          c7
        

        	
          17°45'.376S
        

        	
          39°13'.459W
        

        	
          11.4m
        
      


      
        	
          c8
        

        	
          17°45'.038S

        

        	
          39°15'.084W

        

        	
          11.4m
        
      

    
  


  Anchorages


  1. Abrolhos Embarcacoes Boatyard


  
    17°44'.683S 39°14'.917W
  


  
    The first anchorage is on the N bank of the river about 1M E of Caravelas. Anchor in about 3.5m off the jetty and moorings. The boatyard here can handle repairs.
  


  
    [image: 19 pan_boatyard_at_caravelas]


    Boatyard at caravelas
  


  2. Caravelas


  
    17°44'.380S 39°15'.797W
  


  
    Anchor off the concrete town jetty in about 7m. Land at the steps. An anchor light is essential here as there are fishing boats passing after dark.
  


  
    [image: 19 caravelas_jetty]


    Caravelas jetty
  


  Facilities


  
    Diesel and water are available at the boatyard and at the town dock. For the town dock ask at the Petrobras station in the centre of town.
  


  
    The town has several supermarkets and a bank of Brazil, but no Internet facilities in town.
  


  
    Caravelas is a centre for diving trips out to the reefs off the Abrolhos islands.
  


  Formalities


  
    None
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    Caravelas
  


  Caravelas <<<<


  26. Arquipelago dos Abrolhos


  Beautiful nature reserve of small islands and extensive reefs with several anchorages



  
    Bahia State
  


  
    17°58’S 38°42’W
  


  
    

  


  
    [image: 26 abrolhos chart new.gif]
  


  Charts


  
    Brazilian 1300, 1311


    BA 3973
  


  Guide


  
    Roteiro Nautico Do Litoral Da Bahia (see Baia de Todos os Santo)
  


  Tides


  
    HW springs 0730 & 1930 range 2.0m


    HW neaps 0100 & 1300 range 1.5m
  


  Light


  
    Ilha de Santa Barbara


    Fl.6s59m51M 17°57'.92S 38°41'.65W
  


  General information


  
    The Arquipelago dos Abrolhos are a group of 4 islands, 30M off the coast, and close W of extensive reefs, the Parcel dos Abrolhos. There are several anchorages around the islands, collectively they provide shelter from all directions. On the main Island of Santa Barbara close to the lighthouse are several buildings used by the small Brazilian Navy detachment and the IBAMA park rangers. The clear water makes diving and snorkelling particularly good here and the deserted islands are breeding grounds for many birds. These islands are well worth a visit..
  


  Approach


  
    [image: 20 abrolhos_approach_gif]
  


  
    The approach from the N is along the Canal dos Abrolhos, which takes you E of the extensive reefs of the Parcel das Paredes, and W of the parcel dos Abrolhos. Being well out to sea there are no visual features until the Santa Barbara light is sighted, at night with its powerful light, and in the day with its 59m black and white bands. In clear weather at night the loom of the Ponta da Balena light (17°41'.3S 39°08'.3W Fl.5s19m14M) can be seen to use as a cross bearing. Using GPS there should be no difficulty.
  


  
    Head for position 17°42’S 38°46’W at the N end of the canal.


    Then head due S until the islands are abeam at position 17°58’S 38°46’W, and head in to your chosen anchorage.
  


  
    From the S head for position 18°02’S 38°46’W, keeping outside the 20m line and then head in to the islands from this position.
  


  
    If coming from Caravelas take the Canal Sueste and pass between the Parcel das Paredes and the Recifes Sebastiao Gomes and then well S of the Banco Popa Verde.
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    Isla Redonda and Isla Siriba
  


  
    [image: 20 I.Santa_Barbara_and_I._Guarita_panorama]


    Isla Santa Barbara and Isla Guarita
  


  Anchorages


  
    There are four anchorages in the islands, each giving shelter from different directions.
  


  1. Ilha Siriba


  
    This anchorage is NW of the island, W of the drying sand spit that connects Siriba with I. Redonda. Anchor in about 9m. Some mooring buoys have been laid here which visitors can use. When approaching the anchorage take care to avoid the rock W of the W end of I. Redonda. This anchorage gives good shelter from winds from N through E to S.
  


  
    In W winds anchor to the E of the sand spit in about 5m. You are not allowed to land on the islands without permission and then only accompanied by a park ranger (see regulations). The snorkelling around the reefs is very good.
  


  2. Isla Barbara


  
    There are two anchorages off this island. With winds from NW to NE anchor on the S side of the island, W of the lighthouse in about 6m. There are several mooring buoys in the area, which are for the use of visitors.
  


  
    With winds in the S or SE anchor to the N of the island off the buildings near the lighthouse. There are several moorings here for the use of visitors, but the large yellow mooring is for the supply vessel. You are not allowed to land on Ilha Santa Barbara, but there is no restriction on snorkelling along the reefs at the edge of the island.
  


  Formalities


  
    The Arquipelago dos Abrolhos are a national park and there are charges to visit these islands. The charges seem to vary but the most recent reports indicate that it is about $R 50 per person per day. An IBAMA ranger will visit you by RIB to collect the fee. If you use the mooring buoys there may well be an additional charge. If you wish to go ashore on Ilha Siriba contact IBAMA on VHF ch16 and they will send a ranger to guide you. There is a charge for this so confirm the price before the visit.
  


  General Information


  
    June to September is the whale-watching season as they head N from the Antarctic to breed. A strictly enforced rule is that boats have to keep at least 50m from them.
  


  
    While seabirds are not too plentiful on the coast of Brazil in general, here there are a good variety and number to be seen.
  


  
    The best snorkelling and diving is to be found on the reefs about 2M east of the islands. This usually means that a good-sized dinghy and outboard is needed to get out to them in fresh easterlies. Keen divers might want to use one of the diving charter boats to get to the best spots on the reef. These dive charters run from Caravelas for several days and anchor in the islands overnight. They might well be able to take you out with them for the day.
  


  
    [image: 20 dive_charter_boat]


    Dive charter boat
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    Frigate bird
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16g Upper Paraguacu



It is possible to go further up the Rio Paraguacu to the old colonial town of Cachoeira, but it is necessary to use waypoints, as the channel is quite tortuous. Cachoeira is a delightful town and well worth a visit with many museum and churches.



Entry

Note: the following waypoints were correct when used in March 2009, but take care as the channel may have shifted.

To get into the upper Paraguacu there are two channels leading through extensive sand banks. Both are shallow and as it takes about 3 hours to get up the 14 miles to Cachoeira it is best to start the passage at half tide or later, depending on your draught.

The first route leads past Ilha do Menem and follows the western shore:



Route A   1.      12� 46.18�S      38� 53.21�W

                2.      12� 45.94�S      38� 53.29�W

                3.      12� 45.59�S      38� 53.68�W

                4.      12� 45.13�S      38� 53.84�W

                5.      12� 44.70�S      38� 54.25�W

                6.      12� 44.19�S      38� 54.77�W

                7.      12� 43.95�S      38� 55.13�W



The alternative route leads from the village of Sao Francisco, on the eastern shore, and then north of Ilha das Garcas. This route is buoyed, but note that in 2009 buoys #12 and #14 where out of place.



Route B   1.      12� 44.33�S      38� 52.77�W

                2.      12� 44.26�S      38� 52.89�W 

                3.      12� 44.15�S      38� 53.07�W

                4.      12� 43.97�S      38� 53.20�W

                5.      12� 43.90�S      38� 53.39�W

                6.      12� 43.89�S      38� 53.64�W

                7.      12� 43.85�S      38� 53.92�W

                8.      12� 43.79�S      38� 54.13�W

                9.      12� 43.78�S      38� 54.21�W

              10.      12� 43.88�S      38� 54.41�W

              11.      12� 43.81�S      38� 54.88�W



These two routes now come together and proceed up the narrower upper Cachoeira.



Upper Cachoeira   1.       12� 43.85�S         38� 55.25�W

                              2.       12� 43.83�S         38� 55.42�W

                              3.       12� 43.82�S         38� 55.54�W

                              4.       12� 43.78�S         38� 55.64�W

                              5.       12� 43.09�S         38� 55.78�W

                              6.       12� 42.66�S         38� 56.17�W

                              7.       12� 42.55�S         38� 56.23�W

                              8.       12� 42.38�S         38� 56.24�W

                              9.       12� 42.17�S         38� 56.17�W

                             10.      12� 41.68�S         38� 56.29�W

                             11.      12� 41.65�S         38� 56.47�W

                            12.       12� 41.22�S        38� 56.29�W

                            13.       12� 40.99�S        38� 56.47�W

                            14.       12� 40.49�S        38� 56.52�W

                            15.       12� 40.45�S        38� 56.42�W

                            16.       12� 39.84�S        38� 56.43�W

                            17.       12� 39.47�S        38� 56.56�W

                            18.       12� 39.29�S        38� 56.76�W

                            19.       12� 38.86�S        38� 57.15�W

                            20.       12� 38.54�S        38� 57.25�W

                            21.       12� 38.39�S        38� 57.27�W

                            22.       12� 38.10�S        38� 57.26�W

                            23.       12� 37.72�S        38� 57.39�W

                            24.       12� 37.12�S        38� 57.43�W

                            25        12� 36.91�S        38� 57.49�W

                            26.       12� 36.42�S        38� 57.82�W



Anchorages



1. Convent de Santo Antonio de Paraguacu     

12� 43.88�S    38� 55.03�W

This anchorage is off the ruins of the convent, the conspicuous chapel on the hill is now restored. Anchor near the landing jetty in 2,1 metres, or further west if you need more water. The buoyed channel leading north of Ilha das Carcas (route B) starts/ends here.



2. Naje    

12� 43.36�S     38� 55.77�W

Naje is a village on the west bank of the upper Paraguacu with a few small shops. The Maragojipe/ Cachoeira bus stops here. Anchor off the village in the middle of the river in 2.4 metres. Land on the slipway by the stonewall



3. Cachoeira   

12� 36.42�S    38� 57.82�W

Cachoeira, Portuguese for rapids, is the top end of navigation for the Rio Paraguacu. Just above the town the rapids start and a big dam has been built above them. The town has many old restored and unrestored buildings colonial buildings. Across the river is the twin town of Sao Felix, the two joined by a rail/road/foot bridge. 

Anchor just past the sports ground at the east end of the town in 2.8 metres. Land at the small floating dock by the pier.
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16f Rio Paraguacu



The Rio Paraguacu enters the Baia de Todos os Santos from the west, just north of Ilha de Itaparica. This is a big river, easy of access with many interesting anchorages and should not be missed. Getting up to the town of Maragojipe is straightforward and, for the more adventurous, it is possible to get up to the old colonial town of Cachoeira.



Lights      

Pta. Do Alambique light      

12� 50.36�S    38� 47.40�W   Fl W 6s 11m 14nm

Pedra do Itaipabo light         

12� 49.37�S     38� 47.11�W   Fl R 5s 5m 8nm



Approach

From the east there are two shoal patches, which are both marked by lit green buoys on their northern side. After passing these head for the river mouth passing clear of the drying sand bank extending NE from Pta do Alambique.



1. Anchorage at Pta. do Alambique     12 50.49�S    38� 47.76�W

Anchor SW of the pier and moorings in 6 metres. Approach with care as the bottom is very deep quite close to the shore and then shoals quickly. The current is strong at times and if planning a walk ashore check your anchor is well dug in.

Land on the beach. The village here is very small with just one bar, but 3kms. south along the road is the larger village of Cairu, where basic provisions can be bought



2. Anchorage on the southern shore, opposite Ilha do Monte Cristo

    12� 51.64�S    38� 48.96�W

This anchorage is just past a headland of red cliffs. A quiet place out of the river current and well sheltered. Anchor NE of the grassy knoll in 5 metres.



3. Anchorage at NW end of Ilha do Monte Cristo   12� 50.0�S    38� 50.3�W

This is a delightfully secluded anchorage, well sheltered from the fresh SE wind that funnels along this section of the river. Anchor just inside the western tip of the island, SW of Ilha do Arromba, in 5 metres. The channel between the two islands is shoal, with depths of less than 2 metres. Ilha do Arromba has weekend house on it.



4 Anchorage off Ilha dos Coelhas   12� 47.25�S    38� 52.25�W

Anchor NW of the island in 2.5 metres. There is a passage between the island and the mainland, but it is narrow and passes between two drying banks. Note the ruined stone arches on the mainland, SW of the island. Ilha dos Coelhas has a weekend house on it.



5. Maragojipe    12� 47.0�S    38� 54.44�W

This is a pleasant small market town, with many of the local farmers riding their horses and bullocks into town. There s a very good Saturday morning market here and it is worth getting there early to enjoy the best of it.

Anchor either side of the pier in 3 metres. The pier is used by a passenger ferry so do not anchor to close. Land at the steps at the end of the pier and it is a good idea to tie it up a little away from the steps as there is a continual small boat traffic, not to mention children swimming The end of the pier has a gate, with a caretaker

Direction are given later to sail up to the old colonial town of Cachoeira, but if you do not have the time, or inclination, you can take a bus there from the town, the journey takes about half an hour.



6. Sao Francisco do Paraguacu    12� 44.57�S    38� 52.41�W

A large deserted church and convent stands on the waters edge here, with a small village behind it. Anchor off the church in about 8 or 9 metres.



7. Anchorage 2 miles N of Sao Francisco     12� 43.28�S    38� 52.75�W

A quiet anchorage off a clump of palms. Anchor in 4 metres.   
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Baia de Aratu

12� 47.18�S    38� 30.00�W

Charts:    Brazilian:  1110, 1104, 1103      BA: 540, 545

General

Baia de Aratu lies 10 miles north of Salvador and although the entrance is very commercial, the bay itself is quiet and largely lined with mangroves. In the SE corner is a large yacht club and opposite the entrance is a commercial marina.

Entry

The approach to the entrance and the entrance channel is well buoyed as it is much used by commercial ships. The entrance channel is quite narrow and while there is room to tack through, the wind can be flookey and the current strong at times. Motoring through would be highly recommended with any ship movement.

Anchorages

1. Marina Aratu     12� 47.77�S    38� 27.58�W

email: marinaaratu@marinaaratu.com.br

The marina is opposite the entrance channel to the bay. There are pontoon berths and moorings here. Anchor outside the moorings in 5 to 6 metres, mud. Repairs carried out in the boatyard.

2. Aratu Iate Clube    12� 48.48�S    38� 27.83�W 

email: aratuclube@uol.com.br

In the SE corner of the bay is this large yacht club, which has pontoon berths and moorings. Anchor outside the moorings in 3 metres, mud. Quite a few foreign  yachts have been left here while their owners travel.

3. North of Pta. Matanga    12� 46.80�S    38� 27.51�W

A peaceful anchorage can be found about � mile north of Pta. Matanga. Take care to avoid the shoal patch that extends � mile SE from Pta. Matanga. Anchor in about 3.5 metres, mud.

4. Ilha da Mare Oratorio

12� 46.00�S    38� 30.97�W

Charts:    Brazilian: 1110, 1104, 1103    BA:  540, 545

This anchorage is half way along the East coast of Ilha da Mare, close to the entrance to Baia Aratu. It is a quiet anchorage in lovely surroundings off the restaurant at Oratorio. Anchor off the pier in 5.5 metres, sand and mud. When visited in 2009 the restaurant was closed.
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